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| Charge Against Russian Fails.

John Skalberg, a Russian, Park street,
West Brunswick, was charged before Judg~
| Foster in General Sessions yesterday with
having obtained £200 {rom Dr. Sharland,
Queen's street, Bendigo, by false pretences.
Skalberg was defended by Mr. Cullity (in-|
' structed by Mr. R. H. Dunn),
| Mr. Sproule, who prosecuted for the
Crown. said that the case for the Crown
was that Dr. Sharland was deceived
nto parting with £200 by false state-
' ments deliberately made by Skalberg.
"On July 15 Skalberg went to Bendigo and
saw Dr. Sharland. Skalberg offered to sell
. Sharland shares in a company, and
 suggested that Dr, S8harland should invest
' money in the formation of a syndicate to
wequire an oil lease at Laukes Entrance.
Several names were mentioned by Skalbery,
including that of a mnjm--pnerul. In. |
' Sharland eventually bought fve shares n
the company. Wit he saul that he would |
seek more information before he invested
in the tormation of the syndicate suggested |
v Skalberg. A report hy Mr. Richard |
Fair, an oil-boring engineer, was shown to
I Sharland n ﬁl::n?lwrz, who told him
that Fair had bored for el in all parta of
the world, and had been asked hy the
(wnernment to teport on the lepllﬂml!
wiltield.  Skalberg returmed to Melbourne, |
and wrote to D, Sharland, telling him that
Furr and a Russian genlogist who was an
cxpert on ol had each contributed L2200
toward the fmrmation of the syndicate, Skal-
berg went to Bendige again. and he re-
peated to Ih Sharland verbally the state-
ments that he had written about the invest-
ments of Fair anil the geologist mentioned,
"Influencedd by the report confidence of
'Fair and the geologist in the venture, Dr,
Sharland agreed to contribute £200, An
agreement was drawn up by Bkalberg under
which Dr. Sharland was to receive 2,500
shares in a1 company that would be formed
tn work the lease at Lakes Entrance and a
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tn work the leape At l.AKer FLNIFANCE® ANG A
repayment of £400 for his investment, As/
iu fact, neither Fair nor the geologist had
contribnted any money toward a syndicate |
Lax siggested by Bkalberg. Tt was on those |
falee representations that . Sharland was |
inedieed ta part with his money. '
Shillberg, on onth, sl that Farr had told
b that he wax prepared to anvest L2400
i the ventire, and a Bussian geologist |
Melbourne ol promsed to imterest him-
<self m the svndieate and to bong n cam-
tal Fuir had told witness that he conld
fnterm I SharLandd that he would mvest |
cml o the syndwate, and witness helieved |
that the gealogist that he had mentioned |
wonld also contribnre .
Shalberg was tonmd not gmlty, and he |
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