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FISHING TRAGEDY.
Survivors’ Story at Inquest.

In the Fremantle Courthouse yeaterday
an inguiry was held into the circumstances
of the deaths of Yalmar Saarenpaa and
Lustay Axell, Bshermen. who were drowneld
on Jeptember 16 through a dinghy swamp-
ing i the open sea near Lanceiin Island,
about 86 miles north of Fremantle, Mr
ﬂ; Shepherd, J.P., presided, and Sergeant
Tushy examined the witnesscs.

‘ Frank Payton said that i company with
Baarenpaa and Axell and Williim Kling
berg he was returming from a fishiog ex-
Peclition at Jurien Bay., O the mignt of
the tragely the party teok shelter about
a quarter of a mile {rom Laneelin lslard.
Witness's companions decided to net a few
sl lish. and for that purpose they went
ashiore in a dinghy, He did not see any
more of them until pext morning, when
Klingherg awam out to the boat, and sad
that the two other men had been lost as
& result af the dinghy swamping. A search
lasting for twe daye wis unsuecessfal,

Kimgherg gave evidenes that, having
canght only a few flsbh, the thres men al
tempted to regnin the fishing bheat in the
dirghy in order 1o avenl a siower of ramn
which was threatening, Saarenpas  was
working the oars and was making a fast
pace when witness called to him te rew
more slowly on nceount of the danger oi
the heavy pea. When about half the dis
tance from the shore to the boat had been
eovered a large wave swamped the dinghy
anid witness awam ashore, He did not see
bis eompanions again. Tle considered that
the fast pace at which Naarenpua rowed
eontributed in some degree to the swamping
of the dinghy,

Evidence of having brought the hodies
back to Fremantle 1n the Fsheres e

artment laonch was given by (Constahle

‘rigley. The bodies, he saud, hod  heen
found and huried by Constable Clilford.
of Gingin, and the search party had to
exhume them and carry them three miles
before @ was possible to ship them om
the lanneh,

The actin returned a verdiet of
nccilental death,

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article32369881



