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MURDERER AT LARGE

Convicted Slayer Enabled to Assault
Woman

“HUSH"™ POLICY OF HOME OFFICE

A convicted murderer, sentenced to death, cast into gaol and then—released and allowed to walk
the public streets in perfect immunity from the long, strong arm of the law. L

It sounds improbable. It seems impossible. . But in this land of mistaken administration it would
appear that most things are probable and almost anything is possible. :

Few would have been wise to the fact that Stephan MurgHﬁnd Stefan Monge—who is a mur-
derer with a commuted death sentence to his discredit, was w;lking the streets of Brisbane if
that precious rogue had not allowed his vicious temper to get the best of him a second time
and so find his way before the court once more. ;

That is the scandal of ‘t—the Prisons Department's policy of “hush.’

R death. :
N Wednciday the name of Four and a half vears ago, as. the
Stefan M'nge was called :}' summer of 1822 was drawing to &
the Court usher at the oo™ . nurder was committed in
central PoliA Cuurt and 8| egirns which, by lts animal feroeity
ek e nnulng. | alone. stariled the whole State.
. “k " o Base " One Russian killed another. and the
wards the dock. meaningless slaying was hinged upon
He wa:d t'hll'l"&! tﬂ:hmmmmmhu an unttnte'readtltl:g q'::ﬂ“;ﬂ:::::““ two
gravat BEBA n a man—| ppen who had been -
of punching a woman in the face and
ot "breaking & window pane in the SUSPECTED THEFT.
course of this cowardly feat—and wheén| mque (wo men, both of that easily
e I ks it fhe sourt poty | JAesd frame of THIRA typlesl 1 oM |
- vin n neen
there wns at least oné person In court mn:[ﬁ; h‘:::f in Calrns,
who stared at the hesitatin form In| "o 0 ¢ (liem, Zahdrey Beznosuk.
amagzement. , bought » revolver, und It was under-
And as the man with the mrrﬂﬂ]nnnd thut the bargain he made when
face und defective eyes stumbled into'purchasing this weapon pleased him so
the dock and turned his disfigured face  mightily that he erowed about it to
towards the magistrate on the bench | his friend Stephan Morga.
any doubts of hia true |dentity Hfed Bezno=uk proudly placed the firing
from the mind of the man who sat In|arm in & drawer in his room, hut when
the body of the court watching the he came home from work ane fine day

goene before him. he found that the revolver had gone.
He recognised the man called His pet weapon. His proud pur-
Monge as one whose hands were chase. Gone. It was not in the
stained with the blood of murder, plsce where he had left it and it
who, only feur ysars ago, had sawned on the nmt:.hh mind of
been convicted by & jury in Cairns Beznosuk that _ thief had been
of the capital srime. around and ransacked the drawer.
He saw in Monge none other than| The [Tussianh minf, works along last
Btephun Morga, upon whom & Judge | lines. The cnrss?d Beznosuk cume to a
had pronounced the dread penalty of quick decision.
death. It wax lo the effect that of all the
= B ol e e e — P S T el B it n ssscwlidll ssdees  sscmeie Tl oSis dew
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"I was o the effect that of all the
men in the world whoe were likely to
place i depredatory fnger upon the
precious weapon the first was Stephan
Morga.

Was not Morga the only man who
knew where the gun was to be found?
Was not Morga his confidant, and one
of the (¢w who knew thal he, Beznosuk,
bhad & revolver?

Did not Morga live but a few doars
along Lhe corvideor, and would it not
be an ensy thing for Morga to stealthily
oreep along the pasfides, enter Lhe
room and—iake the revolver?

Of all these mental Interragations the
mind of Heznosuk alighted upon the
single probability, that Morga had
turned out his drawer and stolen the

gun,
Many things hinged upon that de-
duction.

MORGA ENRAGED.

It came tn Morga's knowledge that
he was suspecied of having stolen the
weapon, unid he considered it an act
of eonsiderable unfriendliness for Bes-
noak to luy the blame upon him,

Begnosuk, who had been hig pal. The
ire of Morga rose to the surface and
steamed with the heat of temper.

Ta Euffer the suspicion of one who
had been his clogest companion
aroused all the ireworks that were in
Morga's sizzling hrain.

Hig temper, ulways very shorl, came
out with & sudden sriap and relation-
'ships between he and Besnosuk from
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Stephan Morga—he with the coat on and the bandaged hand—pick-
ing his way down the Police Court steps aftar being sentenced to two
- months' gael for assault.

o\

that time on were very stralnad, very
sirained indeed.

Came a certain Saturday after-
noon when Be sosuk was walking
along one of the Cairns’ wharves.
Ha was idling away an hour :n!
his aimless foet lod him to
sianchion p:«ar In front of one of
thes wharf sheds.

Upon this he sat, and, while sitting
there, he was presently approached by
the excitable and bad-tempered Morga.

Morga challenged his countryman
about the acov.ation concerning the
revolver, The pair had words on the
subject and, with a brave gesture,
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Mr. Alf. Jones, Miniater for Miines,
is Acting-Home Secretary in the
temporary absence of Mr. ;tnpfnrd,
and when “Truth" asked for an
explanation of the freedom of
Stenhan Morga, the murde.er, Mr.
Jones calmly waived aside the
guestion with “1 have nothing to
say."” .

He may c¢ontinue to say nothin
but the public will think a le
The pelicy of hush does not agree
with the public palate.

b |
Morga produced a revolver and
fMlourished it In his lute [rlend's face.

Beznosuk stood wp. In fact, he

jumped to his feet, not a little bit.
alarmed. Hé knew the tempera:
mant of Morga and he knew that a

firearm in 1t hands of one like

Morga was not a safe proposition.

Moreover, Morgu was working him-
gelf Into a frenzy, .and matters looked
distinctly black when the defenceless
Beznosuk decided (o beat a hasty re-
treat,

' FEROCIOUS MURDER.

He parried the throsting arm  of
Morgn, and turn‘ag his back upon the
trenzied man, wialked hurpledly away.

But Morga Was in one of his nastiest
moods. He pointed (he Zun at the vin-
ishing Beznosuk and vullel ithe irig-
ar.

o Onee, twice, three times he fired. Tha
third shot tock effect, and just as Lthe
peared Begnosuk was hurrving acroas
one of those rallway lines by which
wharves are alwavs eriss-crossed, he
was struck by the bullet, He stumbled
and tell on the line
But that was not the end of his
troubles. The blood lust had caught

Morga, it seemed, and he brazenly

walked over to tha prostrate man.
"Callously he fired a volley of shots

down into the trembling body.

With maddened ferocity he pullad
the tri r again and again, afd the
pands of 1ife quickly trickled out of Lha
bhody of Zarahey Besaznosuk.

Two uniformed polflcemen were on
duty in the vicinity. They heard the
ghots and raced to the scene,

When they approached the body of
the fallen Hussian they Were hailed

A rapid
see thal

by the
sorutiny was

furlous Morga.
suMcient to
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ey LRV E AN v AR LR R - e g w—
gsorutiny was sufficlent to see thal
Beznosuk was beyond all human ss-
sistance and the two ofMcers turned
towards the gesticulating Morga.

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE.

That worthy was slowly moving
back from the scene. He had hla gun
pointed towards the policemen, and
he threatened them that if they did
not stop he would shoot them down.

Despite this deadly challengs, the

iwo ofMcers rushed the murderer.
They eclosed on him in lightning
fashion, but with one frantle effort

the alayer tried to alude capture,

Instead of firing on the con-
stables he raised the muzzile of the
gun to his own temple and pressed
the trigger. The bullet travel-
led right across ths inner cavity
of  the forehead, going in ane
temple and cat the other.

By one of those Lricks of fate,
Morga lived through this injury, and
in the eourse of time he came (o face
u judege and jury for the murder of
Beznosuk.

The jury found him gullty and the
judge mentenced him to death. That
sentence was later commuted Lo life
imprisonment,

But, surprises of surprises, the man
who walked through the doorway of
the PBrisbnne court four years later,
and into theuock on a charge of com-
mon assault, was Morga, the murderer,

Moreover, he has been out of gaol
for some time.

An ex-Cairna resident, one who had
hoen present at the trial of Morga, and
who rememhers, with horror, the In-
nane brutality of the cage, said that
one of the first men he saw idling
aboaut the strects of Brishane when
he eame down from the North aver a
vear ago was the convicted aslayer,

MOrEY HUSH | HUSH |

How he came (o be lel loose on an
unsuspeeting public = hevond ordin-
ary knowledge. For what reason he
wan allowed outside the prison gates,
to run where and when he liked, 1o
mingle with the most law-abiding of
ecitizens, and obtrude his viclous pres-
ence Intn any manner of public places,
Is indeed a singular question.

It in & guestion 'ent the Home Fec-
retary's Department Is apparently
ashamed to face,

When approached by “Truth” on
Friday for an explanation as to why
Morga has been turned loose the Act-
ine Hame Raeretary. Mre AR, Junea
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Morga has been lurnea lose Lhe ACL-
ng Home Sseretary, Mr. Alf. Junes
iMinister for Mines), who s carrving
on at the Home OfMre in the absence
of Mr. Btopford, dealined to give any
Teason or have anything to say.

His refusal to plase the facts of
such an impeortant public matter
before the pecple was evidently
mads after consultation with

| officers at the department of the
Comptroller of Prisons.

COWARDLY ASSAULT.

Morgn was charged, before Mr.
Archdall, C.P.M., on Wednersday, with
having assaulted Miss Mary Beatrice
BEdwasds, on November 27,

The case against the Russian was
that he endeavored to get Misa Bd-
wards, who |8 a dressmaker, to make
him up a pair of pyjama trousera,

Morga, who worked at the Blind In-
atitution, called on Miss Edwards at
her home in Btanley-strest, and trisd
to prevall upon her to do the work he
wanted, but she told him that she was
o dressmaker and mot & taller.

Morga exercised g little of his had
temper upon the lady when she re-
fuged on the first occasion, and he
was ordered out of tho shop,

Later, he went bhack to the hnuse
ind stealthlly crept round the wver-
mnda. When Miss Fdwurds heard
somennea Walking about she went fo
the window and peered out,

When her face touched the glass
#he saw m man spring towards her.
The fuming individual rﬂhl'd out with
his fist, which ecrashed through the
Window pane and showered splintered
| fragments over Miss Edwards' face.

| The lady drew back, shocked
' and bleeding, and she nised
heor attacker as Morga, the vicious
Rusaian,

He, who In a fit of uncontrollable
fury, had ocommitted a dastardly
murder, dld not pause for Eecond
thoughts in ecommitting a ecowardly
and dangerous assault upon a defence-
less woman.

Two months® imprisonment waa the
sentenca for this assault,

Presumably, when thoss twe
months are up, Morga, the mur-
derer, the sentence-of-death man,
and wsescognmised monster, will be
again loosed on to society.

That svsh A Inadequale senlence
was inflict.d for msuch an offence,
under such circumstances, reflects a
ray of Indiscrimination ypon the trial
maratrate.
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TRy OF INQIRCCIMINALIONn ypon the Lrial
maratrate,

That 1« murderer should be allowed
to ramhble at will ouiside the gaol Is
the Homeg OMce’s own pcandal.
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