RUSSIA AND AUSTRALIA
——
AVENUES FOR TRADE.

INTERVIEW WITH DR. 1
KLATCHKOQ.

A ronspicuous figure in the streets
of Halgourlie yesterday was Dr, 1
Klatchko, who holds the rank of
captain in the Russian Grenadier
(Quards, and wears the picluresque
uniform of that branch of the Rus-|
sian Army. At preseant he is at-
tached to the Russian Consulate-
General in Melbourne, but prior te
coming to Australia a few months
ago Le had been serving as a doctor
in Gallipoli and Egypt. On the
outbreak of war he was 'I'.rnalhn;!
from Japan to and ou a Ger-
man steamer, which was a-lptmd1
by a British warship. Dr. Klatchko
was landed in Egypt, and served |
for two years and four months as »
medical officer with the Australian
Imperial Forces. Su ently he
was appointed medical officer on an
Aust hospital ship, but os
reaching Melbourne he became ill,
and had to go into hospital. On
regaining his health Ly was com-
mssioned to travel througmut Anas-
tralin and establish branches of the
Russian Bureau of Commerce and
Information, and his visit to this |
Btate marks the conclasion of his
waork,

In the course of conversation with
& representative of the * oorlié
Hg:&nr" yesterday, Dr K ntchtu]
aaid : —

““The object of the Russo-Austra-
lian Burean of Commerce and Ia-
formation is to bring about closer
trade relationship between Austra-
lia and Russia, and to incresse
knowledge in each country ard-
ing the other. 1 am very glad 1
have had the o%;:ertnnit, of coming
to Australia country and its
people have surprised me.  Until 1
came here 1 knew as little about
Australia as Australians 1o
know about Russia. Al I knew
about Australin was what I read in

Foster Fraser's book. and now I am

bald idiat Panaae A3 Wadla e iliaa

National Library of Australia

Western Argus (Kalgoorlie, WA : 1916-1938), Tuesday 10 April 1917, page 30

rosEr Irasers book, and new 1 am
told that Fraser did little more than
visit the capital cities and did not
even come as far as the goldficlds.
1 am writing a book om Australia, |
describing the country as I have
seen it. 1 shall also print statistics
supplied by the Btate Governments,
so that the book may be useful to
Russian commercial mea desirous of !
ontaru:-. into trade with Alﬂﬂ.lup.l
I am also translating a book which
will give much information abeut
Russia, and when printed it will bn]
circulated in Australia through our |
bureau. Thus we shall make &
slart to know each otner better.
“Very few Australians have any
knowledge of the Russian language. |
In my travels 1 have met only three
who could converse in Russian. Aus-
tralians wishing to trade with Rus-|
sia would have a great advantage if -
they understood the Russian lan.
guage, and, in order to afford facili-
ties in that direction, the bursau is
ealablishing classes In each State.
With the permission of the Educa-
tion Department, & class will be
opened at the Perth Techaical
Hehool next week, the teacher being
& Russian lady from Petrograd
“In_the near future direct ship-
ping lines will be opened between
Australia and Russian poris. Stea-
mars will ran from the Baltie ports
saad Viadivostock to Colombo, and]
will there connsct with vessels from
Aunsiralia. The voyage from Austra-
lim to Russia will occupy 27 days
mdo?ean] terms and facilities m’ll]
be offered to Australian members
members of onr Bu They will
be granted s concession of ¥ per
cent. on the fares, and arrange-
mm“rwiltl]i bef made to give them
every lacility for acquiring informa.-
tion during their travels in Rusain.
“The gﬂi waich Germany had se-
cured on ussian trade and indus-
gy was utuu:dm:. tl:ut.“u s result
very recent even or in-
fluence has been auuplctuly Erokan,
and the way is now open for the
British pﬂ? e to come 1n and take
the place of the Germans who have

pone out. Wa ask nathine fram
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e pMauTe Ul vWae Ureaiunns woe nave
~ We ask mnothi from
ynathn will not be many
fplid. We have a great country,
F:ch'm the greatest variety of re-
Aources, 1se that we
have not developed tnose resources
y ounld be develop-

r‘. Mining, for jnstance, has been
e left to a few lurel1'n companies, hut
; o will now take

interest in the development of
&:lun mineral resources. We

w you have specialised In vari-

gone out.

we re
aa fully as they
the Russiam pauL{

ous branch

you to help us—to

have men trained in your technical

acnools, and familiar with the most
'modern mining methods. Some of
these men may at somg time wish to
try their fortune at mining in Rus-
#ia, Australia could casily spare a
few of her trained mining men, for
|;|.r-:m. are (raining more every day,
|lml when a start is made to open
up Russia’'s mineral resources on a
large scale, there will be plenty of
inducementa for skilled men to come

and asaist. Therefore, 1 have
come to Kalgoorlie—one of the
greahest goldmining centres—

to see something of your adues. to
talk with your mining men, and,

information regarding Russian com-
merce may be obtained. Mr W,
R. Burton lins been apponted to
represent the bureau here, and in
due course he will have at hand
atatistics and general information re-

which will be available to anyone
requiring information.”

The conversation turned on to re-
cent happenings in Bussia.

Klatchke, ‘‘to hear people in Austra-
lia say tl'ut Russia was no longer a
force to be reckoned with in the
war. but I can assure you they

ches of mining throughout
the British Emapire, l:: we wanb

e us the
benefit of your knowledge. You

finally, to appoint a representative
of our burean, through whom any

garding Ruesian trade and industry.

“1 have besn surprised,’ said Dr.

war, but 1 can assure you they
are mistaken. The trouble in Rus-
sia, which has resulted in a com-
plete change in the old order of
things, wsa the ountcome of a strug-
gle between the democrats. who
were determined to carry out the
war, and the aristocrats, who wish-
ed to make terms with Germany.
Bome little time ago there were
cnblafnml in the newspapers stat-
ing that Russia was starving, yet
prior to the war Russia was cx-
porting millions of pounds worth
of wheat, the oxport of which was
cut off by the war. Russia should
really have been overstocked with
food, but in some parta & shortage
of food was deliberately brnu?:h
about by lguntl of Uermany. That
was done by unneceasarily recruit-
ing men from the most fertile agri-

tural districts, and leav the
fields bare. Russia did not do any
fighting for nine months because of
arrangements made between the
Ministers and the E:Q-Germm-.
The position grew so bad that the
people rose up and cleared the coun-
try of German influence. Russia is
now fighting again, and I feel posi-
tive that the war will be carried
on until Germany is knocked out.
gut to win the war is not enough.

e must prevent the enemy from
rogaining his strength after the war.
Uermany, as I have said, had ob-
tained a great hold on Russian
trade and commerce, as well as on
the trade of other nations. That
hold has now been broken, and the
way is clear for England and Aua-

- tralia and other parts of the Brit-

ish Empire to come in and take the
ce of Gormany by trading with
ussia.’’

Dr. Kiatchkoe spoke in warm terms
of 'fﬂuu of the Australian troops
with whom he had been so closely
associated, and of splendid
work of the Aunstralian branch of
the Red (Cross Bocisty. The Ans-
tralians, he thought were better
off in the way of comforts than any

other ssction of the allied armirs.
Parasnalley ha waa wndar a Adahi of



LMOOT MOULION UL WA BIIOW SIImirs.

Personally, he was under a debt of
gratitude to thy Red Cross workers
on many ummnm. when he had
been prn'i'ldrd with a ﬂﬂfh needed

of clothing. er sesing
mmﬁml he [felt that the
volunteer soldier was the finest
fighter in the world. The Aus'ra-
lians went into thy firing line aa
though they were emtering into &

Th«a.lr npmth weres wonderful
E:n?l'ad met in Australia many of
the returned man he had lmown in
w The first ong ho met said,
. dootor| Come and have &
Pot!' Hea didn't know what a
pot'’ was at the time, but he had
found out since, for he had met
many old ::awuhneea throughout
Australia, and most of them insisted
upon extending characteristic Aus-
tralian hospitality to lLim as a
stranger in l girange land. "‘They
are fing follows,” said the dootor,
‘““and wherever i have gone in this
great country the people have mada
ma feel guite at home,"

Dr. Klatchko will leava for Perth
today or to-morrow, and will mect
tlie mombers of the Perth Chamber
of Commerce before lu.vin‘g the

| State. At an early ha wil
pmoond to aia on blﬂﬂﬂﬂ 0on-
ueoted Wlﬂlm'l. of Cowr

meroe and Infarm.nmm.



