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A USSR VISITOR

TRADE WITH AUSTRALIA

e — . |

INTERESTING EXPERIENCES

INTERVIEW WITH DR. ELATCHEKO.
By A.B.)

For the next furuwugnt or so a promi-
pent figure w the sirevis of Perth wul pe
a tall, weid poopurlvned, and bhanuso.ue
WD, Will Gaefd, Chwo-ciopped haur, saury
Wolsul e, aud clear, Irsd Cuowpiexion,
We.rlug 4 BLuLpie DUL dBlnclive Kuda: bil-
Lary Uoliorm wilg 4.30 Duuls abu 3 daw
Drowne Lesl Dulcaling uhat bpe » an othcer.
A0 @ Ur. Bualcnosdo, woo holus the rans
of Capuain 0 Whe  hussisu Grensaler
vuarus. He 13 aileched w the busslai
Lousiate-reneral im wmelbourne, ana ne
vhject Of o8 Visil & LO prepare Loe wWay
JOf AD eXxleusion of Loe spusic Ol InMUelce
ol e nussian-Ausiracan buread of Loil-
meree abd  luigrinstion. 1 tound Ur.
nlatchko at the ksplacade Hottel on ‘Lhurs-
aay, toe vuuwr bhaving lanoed from thne
LeaAnuls LOAL worung.

We Dbad just uveeu introduced by Mr.
M.coeuues, tae Russian Lonsui tor Western
AUSITAUS, when we lound ourselves on
Coluuson ground at ome. Notwciug my re
dubed svidlers bauge he remarked: “Why,
l nave seen you beiwwre. llave we pol mel
w kgypir’ And we chavted for 2 space
vn wea  places, and tungs thai were 1aau-
har to buta.

Dr. Klatchko readily complied with my
request to relate his expericoces, He iy &
FiveCOUs talker, aud atovugh his English
8 suvtieliwes a btule ouficult to under-
stand, he was by no mesns embarrugsed
and did not let such a small matler ia-
tlertere witn the flow o« his Lhoughts. He
would occasonally be in 1 linle fix, but
Wuas always pui on tus right track by Mr.
Michel.des, wov diplomaiically removed the
sundry shght obstacles of expression and
speech. When he “{d not have the correct
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§peech- When he did not have the correct
caglhish word ready he would resort to French
wuich he speaxs Huoatly. For instgmee, he
wid me how ueliguteu he had been w:tn
& visit to Blackboy Lamp, sod went on to
63y now the ¥Y.M4U. nad shown hum & |
special method he had inurouuced to the
wen “for drying their—er, ‘chemuses.
‘Voument?' " (llus sotto voce to Mr.
M chelives.) “Suirts,” currected the latter. |
“Au, smiris,” ana then Lo me: “Pardon, |
monsicur.” But the doctor could mot fix
in lus mind the English equivalent for |
“chemnige,” and bhad again to sppeal to
Mr. sichelides when the word “shirs” was
roquired in the next sentence. 4'
_We talked n his bedroom- “Excuse me |
if | he uown,” he said, and forthwith
aced a rupber hot water bottle om bis
¥- “You are pot ul, 1 hope, doctor,”
[ said surprised; “you appear to be ome of
the strongest and healubicst men I have
cver met.  “Ah,” he rephed, “1 have been
tufiering from gasiritis. All people ssy how
well I ook, I would preier to look worse
lﬂ.d fﬂﬂ‘l .h.'tmtn

"Tedl me something about youmalf,” 1
said.

“l am in my thirtieth year. 1 was born
st Petrograd, where my home has always
been. | nave visived about every ocountry
in the world, and | went through the

urian campaign snd the RussoJap
"QTLu':ﬁ; t 1 ested.
present war sugg

“When the war broke out | was a pas-
senger on a German vessel, on my way
irom England to Japan. We were near
Aden when war botwecn Great Britain and
Germany wag dectared, and the tain of
the vessel made us prisoners and -
on ime vessel 23 davs. ‘Lhen a Bntmsa
warship captured it, and after that the
tlu!‘ was used as a transport hetween Alex-

a and [emnos. | was landed in
Egypt and in accordance with instructions
trom the Russian Inperial headquarters I
reported at the British headquarters. |
was appointed W the lst Ausiralian Gene-
ral Hospital, at Heliopolis, which was in
charge of Dr. Ramsay Smith, of Adelaide.
My specicl department of work wes
to attend to intures of the fure and head |




- AT LIRS WL A W e LB ™ En

to attend (o injur.es of the face and head |
As time went on I was transierred to the |
No. 2 AG.H. then o fhe lst A.u:ilinrj;

! tal, then to the 2nd Auxiliary Hu-|
pital, afterwards to the British ho:-
at Cairo, auu trem lbere o the Ciladel !
Hcspital ai Cairo. I bave also worked at !
Ismailia and Telel-Kebir. |

“After that I was s~eond medical officer |
an an Australian hospiial ship. ] was a!
patient in a Melbourne hospital for five
wecks bacauge the lopg time [ was n
Egvpt affected my health. When 1 was
discharged the comscription referendun
came on, aml | was attached to the Rue-
#wian Consulate for the purpose of amsst |
ing in the recruiting of the 18,000 Russian |
vatives in Australia shouM the vole be
earvie.  However, ihe people said ‘No,’
and that was the finish of that business.
Then the Bureau of Commerce was started,
end I was appointed w0 my present posi-
tion. In about three months 1 shall |
return t9 Russia end continue to work
from there." .

What methods will you adopt to bring
about closer trade relations between Aus-
tralis and Russia®

“There will be exhibitions of Russian
manufectures in all the States of Austre-
lia, and exhibitions of Ausiralian products |
in differdni parts of Russia, from Sibena
to the Caucasus.”

Will you name a few 1teme of profitable

between the two countries?”

“There are bundreds of them. Russa
makes a greal many things, and you have
the raw materials Loovk at thess bools
bave on. Feel how beautiful and soft
the leather is. In Melbourne thdy would
cost £8 @ pair, but they only cost ‘me *€1 in
Ruagia. Look st my large travelling trunk.
It is made of Russian leather. It cost
me Xk. in Russia, but would cost six times
as much here. There are all kindzs of lea-
ther work &t which the Ruwsians are cie-
ver, ang you could send us the raw hides.
Then we also make moier cars. That is
ot generslly known, because before the
war they were rted through Germaay,
and weg regarced a5 German.  Then
Russ® could esxchanse some of her vast
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Russi could a:-chnn some of her vast
reserves of sofiwomd for your hardwood.
1 am compiling a book ebout Australis and
Russia, and balf « million copies will be
printed in Bnglish end Russian. Classes
will be formed in Western Australia and
them.hnr&mfwtenhm;thm

Yuu hmut I:: Imtu:t how vary -:
ave & wledge h.nguq.

% I have been mﬁl with the
people of Austraim [ have only met three
who could speak Russian. They are
Galway (the wife of Lhe Governor of South
Awetralia), Mr, Justice Imaom, of Mel-
borum ud Gengral Manifold, whom | met

in_Egypt.”

What is your opinion ebout Australia?

“l am surprised that soch a big coum-
try, with llh\l small populstion, ghould
have dome such*a lot in this war. Your
good fighiere. The volunteer,

ot of things from them which
you ocould not get in a shop. They werc
very good to me. Twenty Russian sol
diers would met get what one Austirslan

soldier gets from the Red Cross. It is
wonderful. The boys bave s0 much some-
iimes they have not rogm for it all in
their bagss But when | come to Aus-
tralia ] understood it. All over Auws-
tralia, even in the little places, the

are making things for Red Cross.

amn glad taken a panl in
thm tlm:gl, uﬂwnf Khtchko, as he

on his tunmi¢c and belt preparsiory to
pqummm “The first war

in seeing the ald Ehedive kicked out of
Ezypt. the second was being able to ocon-
'ﬂtulﬂa the new Saitan, and the third
was the conseription raferundum, bat 1
mmtgmnzwerpr_nyupmmn abouy

And ﬂll m!utiun“ T hinted.
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ria for that” he maid, drawing himeelf
up with pride. “In three months the old
Government would have mede a separate
peace: bat that won'y happen now’

During his sojourn Dr. Klatchko will de-
liver a lecture under the auspices of the
Chamber of Commerce.




