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THE RUSSIAN

CONSUL-GENERAL INTER-

VIEWED.

RUSSIA WILL SEE THE WAR

THROUGH.

Mr. A. N. d'Abaza, the Russian Consul
General for Australia and New Zealand, ar-

rived in Adelaide on Wednesday to attend

the Ohamhers of Congress dinner in the

evening. In the afternoon a representative of

"The Advertiser" had an interest'ng oon

versation.with the visitor on war and other

matters.
'

Asked whether he had received

any news from Russia concerning the

revolution, Mr. d'Abaza replied:-"None

whatever. I cabled to London and Petro-

grad last Friday, but have had no reply.

That does not surprise me, however, be-

cause I can quite imagine our people have

other things to think of at present than in-

forming -the Consul-General for Aus-

tralasia."

Were' you surprised when you heard the

news of the revolution. .

"Well, no. It did not surprise me. I

knew for months that the Imperial family

had not been as popular since the war

started, and that the least suspicions that

the Czar would be willing to -conclude a

separate peace with Germany would lead to

a revolution, because the Russian nation aa

a whole would not sanction it. For the

last six or eight weeks there had been a

distinct pro-German influence at work in

Russia, obviously with-I will not say the

approval, but with the passive res stance,
of tile late Czar. When I saw all this

I knew something was bound to happen.
It has happened, and it is all for the best.

Personally I am glad it hais happened. I

am very very sorry for the Czar, but we

as a nation should not suffer through the

weakness of a single individual. 1 think

the Czar did what he thought was best in

the circumstances, but he has been power-
less."

The autocrats power of the Czar was

nil?

"Ju»t so. You thought he was
all

power-
ful, but the pro-German influence was too

great even for the autocrat."

great even for the autocrat."

Was the Czarina subject to German in-

fluence?
"She was a German by birth, a Princess

of Hesse, and, of course, we may suppose

she had considerable influence.

Do you know any of the leaders of the

revolution?
"iNo; but I know one of the members of

the Executive Committee of the Durna,

M. Schedlo,vsky, who is a first cousin of

mine. He is a clever man, a loyal man,

an absolutely trae Russian, and if this

movement is good enough for him it? is

good enough for me."

People were afraid at first that the re-

volution ivas in favor of Germany.
"That is so, but I wish to say this up-

heaval means that Russia will see the i\ar

through. I don't know what was the case

in Adelaide, brat in Melbourne when the

ne.vs came the people thought Russia was

backing out. She is not. On the con-

trary, the tfhole motive for this upheaval
is that Russia wants to fight to a finish.

Unfortunately, the Czar waa surrounded
by pro-German influences, and there is

practically no doubt that^there were ne-

gotiations afoot to conclude a separate

peace with Germany. The Russian nation

is determined to 'fight to a finish. Please

lay as much stress upon that point as you

can, because the position Tas misunder-

stood by many people at first."

Do you know anything of the internal

troubles that led to the revolution?

"No. All I could say on that ¡vouid

be guesswork, and I "vould rather not ex-

press an opinion. I am accompanied by
Captain Dr. Klatchko, a Russian medical

officer, who has been attached to the Aus-
tralian forces since the outbreak of the

war. He w xell known in Petrograd, and

may be able to say something on that

Have you been here long?'

"About six years. We have created a

Russo-Australian Bureau of Commerce in

Melbourne, which is practically a chamber

of commerce anxious to develop trade be-

tween Russia and Australia.
_

I have been

chosen as president, and it is on that ac-

count that I have come over to attend the

Chamber of Commerce dinner to-night. I

shall return to Melbourne^ to-morrow."_

When asked for his opinion respecting

the turn of the tide in Russia, Mr. d'Abaza

replied--"I am heart and soul with the

movement, and without waiting for infor-

mation from home I have taken it upon
myself to join the movement, and so have
all my staff."

Do you think the removal of the Grand

Duke "Nicholas was due to German in-

fluence?

"Undoubtedly. There is not a shadow of

doubt that Nicholas is the foremost general

in the Russian army, and his recent rein-

statement would give the utmost satisfac-

tion to all but the pro-German element."

Do you think a Parliament on the lines

of the British Parliament will be estab-

lished?

"I have no grounds on which to express
an except the feeling I have



an opinion, except the feeling I have

formed from what I know; and my opinion

is that there will be only one Chamber.

In detail it will, I think, be based on the

British Constitution, but the general scheme

will not be, because the British Constitu-

tion is aristocratic. England, like France,

has lived through a feudal system, and all

her institutions are based on the feudal

system, whereas Russia never had a feudal

system in the same sense. Aristocracy, in

the s(»nse of privileges appertaining to a

certain class, never existed in Russia un-

less artificially created. This is why a

House of Lords in Russia is unthinkable;

a higher or second Chamber is, I think,

impossible in Russia; but, as I have told

you, this is only my personal opinion."

Captain Klatchko had little to say with

respect to the upheaval, but waa emphatic
in his expressions of delight that the pro

German influences had been destroyed.

When the war broke out Dr. Klatchko be-

came attached to the-A.G.H. at Heiiopolis .

where he was under Dr. W. Ramsay Smith

and Professor Watson, and 3je speaks
highly of the Australian soldiers and the

splendid hospital accommodation. He says

when the people of Cairo first saw the
soldiers, with their emu feathers in their

huts, they were overjoyed. "The next day,"

the doctor remarked, with a hearty laugh,
"the feathers were- not there-they were

in the hats of all the ladies." Dr. Klatchko

went to England from Egypt, and after-

wards to Japan, and he was on a vessel

near Colombo on which there w;ere several

hundred -Germans, when British men-of-war

appeared and made them prisoners; but re-

leased him, as Russia had just declared war

and he was. an ally. Dr. Klatchko will

leave for Perth on Saturday.


