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THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

W —

CONSUL-GENERAL INTER-
VIEWED.

RUSSIA WILL SEE THE WAR
THROUGH.

Mr. A N. d'Abaza, the Russian Consul-
(ieneral for Avetralia and New Zealand, ar-
rivesl 10 Adelaide on Wednesalay to atiend
the (Chambers of Congress dinner n the

jevening. In the nfiernoon arepresen’at ve of
[ “The Advertiser’’ had an interestng oon-

! versation with the visitor on war and other
matters.  Asked whether he had received |
any npewr from Fussin concerning the
revolistion, Mr. d'Abaza replied:—"None
whatever. 1 oabled to London and Petro-
grad last Friday, bot have had no reply.

| That doss not surpriee me, however, be-

jcamee [ can guite imagine our people have
| ather things to thmk of at present than in-
forming the Oonsul-General for Aus-
trafasia.™

Were you surprised when you heard the
newa of the revolution. b

“Well, no. It did not surprise me, 1
knew for months that the Imperial family
had not been as popular smmee the war
started, and that the least suspicions that

the Uzar would be willing to <onclude a

| separate peace with Germany would lead to

| & revolution, bermuse the Rowsan nation as
| & whole would not sanction it, or ]

{ last wix or mght weeks there md been a

i distinet protrerman mfluence at work in
Russia, nbvioualy with—I will not eay the

|approval, but with the passive ressance,

| the late Crar. When | saw all thm
1 knew something was bound te happen.
1* has happened, and it s all for the best,
Personally I am glad it has happeped. I
am very very sorry for the Czar, but we
as a nation should not suffer through the
weakness of a single individual, think
| the Crar did what he thought was best in
 the circumstances, but he been power-
| les=,
The autocrats: power of the Ciar was

mil?

“Juet @o. You thought he was all power-
ful, bus the pro-German influence was too
great even for the mutorrat.’

e ihe Measlos sahiscd s
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great even for the awtocrat.”
Was the Czarina subject to German in- |
foence . [
“%he was a German by hirth, a Princess
of Hesse, and, of course, we may suppose
ahe had considerable influence,
Do yoo kmow any of the eaders of the
revolution? :
“No: but I know one of the members oi
the Execcutive Committee of the Duma
M. Zchedlowsiy, who in a first cousin o
mine. He is a clever man, a loyai man,
an aosolately trae Russian, _if this
movement is good enoogh for him it' is
good enough for me”
People xere afraid at first that the re-
volution was in favor of Germany.
“That is %o, bat [ wigh to aay this up-
beavnl means that Ruseia will see the nar
through. [ don't know what was the case
in -ugell:ldt, trat in Melbourme when the
pexs came the ple thonght Russia was
backing oak. is not. On the con-
trar ,niha vhoie motive for this upheaval
is that Russia wants to fight o a fnish,
Unfortunately, the Czar was surrounde
by pro-German influences, and there is
practically no doubt that there were ne-
gotiations afoot to conciude a separate
e with Germany. Rugsian nation
|15 determined to fight to a finish, Please
lay as mach siress upon that point as you
lean, hecanse the powition was misdnder
#tood by many people at first.”
you know anything of the internal
troubles that led to the revolution?
“No. All I could my on that would
be guemswork, and | wou'd rather not ex-
résk a0 opinion. | am aecompanied by
aptain Dr. Rlarrhko, a Russian medical
uﬂspm. ocho has heenm nttached to the Ange-
tralian forres since the outhreak of the
war, He m xell known in Petrograd, and
may pe able to say someihing on that

| point.”

Have vou heen here long?

“Ahout mx wenrs. We have ereated a
Rneso-Avstralian Burean of Commerce in
Melbonmne, which is practically a chamber
of commerce anxionn to develon trade be-
tween Duesia and Australia. [ have been
rhosen as president, and it is on that ae-
eount that 1 have come over to attend the|
Chamber of Commerce dinner to-might, I|
shall retnrmn to Mehonme to-morrow.”

When nsked for his opinion respecting
the tnen of the tide in Russia, Mr. d" Abaza
replied-—"T am heart and soul with the
movement, and without waiting for infor.
mation from home I have taken it upon
mveelf to join the movement, and 87 have
all my ataff.”

Do vou think the remaval of the Granl
Duke Nicholas was due to German in-

fluence?

"L'nrlnu'htedli. There is not a shadow of
doubt that Nicholas is the foremost general
in the Bussan army, and hi= recent rein-
statement would give the uimost satisfac-
tiom to all but the erman element.”

Do vou think a Parliament on the lines
thm British Pariiament will be estab-
i=hod *

“T have no grounds on which to express

(larman in.| 20 opiniem, except the feeling 1 have
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an opiniem, except the feeling 1 ve
formed from what | know; and my opinion
is that there wili be only one Chamber.
In detail 1t will, I think, based on the
British Constitution, but the general scheme
will mot be, becaunse the British Conatitu-
tion im aristocratic. England, like France,
has Jived through a feudal system, and all
her inatitutions are based on the fendal
system, whereas Rusaa never had a fendal

tem in the same sense. Aristocracy, in
the sense of privileges ap ining to a
certain clase, never existed in Russis un-
less artificially created. This s why a
House of Lords in Ruoasia is unthinkable:
a higher or second Chamber is, [ think
impounsitle in Russia; but, as 1 have tuld
von, this is enly my personal opinion.”

Captain Klatehko had little to say with
m?orl, to the npheaval, but was emphatic
in his expressions of delight that the pro-
(ierman influences had been destroyed.
When the war hroke out Dr. Klatelko he-l
came attached to the A.G.H. at Heliopolia
where he was nnder Dr. W, Ramsay Smith
and Vrofessor Walsom, and Qe ka
highly of the Australian soldiers and the
s, lendid hosmital accommodation. He says
when the people of Cairo first saw the
soldiers, with their emu feathers in their
hats, they were overjoyed. “‘The next day,”
the doctor remarked, with a hearty 5
“the feathers were not thete—they were
in tie hats of Iﬂ.lt.h!! lackios. " mﬂit&hku
went Lo Kn‘h from Egrpt, ter-
wards to Japan, and he was on & vessel
near Colombo on which there were mevern|
hurdred Germans, when British men-of war
appeared and made them prisomers; but 1e-
lensed hum, as Russia had jost declared war
and he was an ally. Dr, Klatchko will
leave for Perth on Saturday.




