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SLAVS AND
MINERS-

AN INTERESTING POSITION

UNION REFUSES REGOGNITION.

OF RUSSIAN NATURALISATION
PAPERS. .

RUSSIAN CONSULS INTERVIEWED

| A somewhat difficult position has
arisen in reference to the attitude of
'the Federated Miners’ Union towards
Southern $Slavs recently under Aus-
‘rian rule to whom provisional cer-
tificates of naturalisation have during
the last few days been issued by Cap-
tain J. Serennikoff, a military attache
from the Russian Consuiate in Mel-
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120 in all, were forwarded to the Con-
sul-General, with the object ¢of prov-
ing each man’s Slav birth, and on the
arrival of M. Serennikoff at Bouider
on Wedneaday last, those who bhad eat-
isfled the Consuilats that they were
bona~-fide Siavs were issued with pro-
visional ocertificates of =naturalisation,
pending ¢he Iissue of naturalisation
papers. Under this Pprovisional certi-
ficate the Consul-General requests the



ficate the Consul-General requests the
civil and military avthorities of the
Federal and State Governments to ex-
empt the holder fromm the restrictions
imposed on allen ememies, short of
permitting him to leave the Common-
wealth. Practically every member of
the society who had mot taken out oa-
toralisation papers from the Com-
monwealth Government was issued
with this certificats, in addition ¢o
other Slave outside the society.

A "Daily News" reporter this morn-
ing Interviewed M. Serennikoff re-

jecta, Including Slavs under Austrian
rule, after February ¢ last M. Ser-
ennikoff explained that from the point
of view of his Government the Slavs
had never deen regarded as enemy
subjects, but pointed out that now
that they had dbeen taken under the

Miners’ Union. That was a dody
which his Govermment could mot re-
cognise. Tt recognised only the au-






that Slavs, under Anstrian rule, among
others, should not be deemed enemy
subjects, so that the only question that
could have influenced the minds of the
unionists was as to whether the Slavs
on the poldfields—the so-called enemy
subjects—were bona-fide Slavs or not
Now that their nationality bad been
exhaustively inquired into by the Rus-
gian Government, and they had satis-
fied the Consulate as to their bona-
fides, thete counld be mo good reason
torrufnsh:tomtwtththm"rhei
action of the union,” sald Mr. Miche-
Iides, “appears to me to be based on
an entirely erroneous conclusion.”
H.smﬂoﬂldtonh:iarutumoti
Melbourne to-day. Future develop-
ments in connection with the matter
will be awalted with interest




