The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Tuesday 25 January 1916, page 7, 8

PROBLEM OF THE “REJECTS”
UNSATISFACTORY POSITION

No one who follows the recruiting figures
that are published daily in “The Argus”

‘| can help being concerned pt the unusually

large number of men who are rejectad in
proportion to those who pass. On Satur-
day 170 men were examined at the Town

‘| Hall depot, und only 02 were up to or aver

the standard. J.ast Wednesday only 65

‘| passed out of a total offering of 141, and on
| the preceding Monday 192 volunteers yielded

only 101 recruits. Nor are the figures from
provincial centres any better. At Ballarat
laet Wednesday two men only were fit out
of the 23 who volunteered. On the pre-
vious day 28 volunteers supplied eight re-
cruits, and on the day before that again
five men passed out of 25. Most of the
figures for country depots are more favour-
able.  For instance, at Wangaratta nm|
reads of nine men passing cut of ten offer-
ing, but other figures emphasse the grave
diserepancy between the numbers nﬂerin:‘
and aceepted. At the Mildura depot one
day last week 18 men voluntcered and only
thive passed. !
It has frequently been stated of late that
the large proportion of rejects 18 due to
men wno have previously been ‘“turned
down" applying over and over again for
enlistment. la this, however, the case?
There are reasons for doubting that it is
but the suthorities ~ould settle it once a

for ever by consulting the records. The
men mwav, of course, give dafferent names on
 different days, but it would only be neces-
| sary to tahe action in one such case to put
an cnd to that,  There scems to be nothing
to prevent men from applying time after

time for enrolment. That s not the point.
17 thev are makine rencated anplication the
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'would enable Great Brituin and her Alhes
to enforee such terms of peace that an-
other similar war would be impossible.
U Mr. Tudwr, in seconding the moton, sad
that he had worked i three counntres-
Britain. America, and Australia—and he
|km'w what be was gaying when he sid tha
| Australin was the brightest jewel in fhe
‘world, In all Britain's possessions there
| was mone to compare with it.  What was
| more certain than that if, theough lack of
| reeriita, Germany were enabled by numbers
'ta fjores England under. Germany would
| domand the possession of this glorons coun:
try. If the young men of Australm realived
| the seriousness of the position as he did,
there would be no pecessity to send out
reerniting cards. On one eard the wnter
caid that he wonld enikt when all Germans
n Australia were interned. This attitude
Cwas mdiculous, H some men were frnghtencd
at the harm the few Germans at hberty
| here conld do them-—and he eonld assure
them that wll such persons were more closcely
I'.ml-;iu-d than was supposed in all then
Jlit"ﬂllhl.‘.'ﬂ Jhow mueh more frightened shanld
they be of the German arny of 10,000, 00
men we were fighting in Europe?

The motion was caried amid cheers,
| laentepant  Fisher and Councillors 8.
' Plownian, C. Murray, and George Keast |
also spoke. The meetng termnated with |
| the singing ol “Rule Britunnia.” '

* 1
WORK OF COMMITTEES

——

' BRUNSWICK.

TWO RURSSIANS ENLIST,
| There were not many applicants at the
‘town hall.  Up till late in the afternoon
soven lmd put in an appearance, and the
whole seven passed the doetor.  Another
man who passed the doetor declined to be

sworn in, a8 he thonght that single men

should go first. The reermiting officer
(Y Latamant (leeer| nointe oot that it s




should go first. The reeruiting officer
( Licutenant Cregg) }n-mh-‘ out that it s
puge wasie of time for men to come {1
wiard when they do not intend to go, even
it formd medieally fit. Two Russians (Berti
Arlnd Sandstrom and Paul Adamson) were
amongst the seven volunteers who passed
The number of replies to the enlistinent e
cenitlar m the direet aflipmative was 31, of
which 128 were from marned men and 173
from bachelors. Those willing to enhist
later on nuubered 86, of whom 20 were
married and &0 single. Those on active
service numbered 404

HAWTHORN.

Arrangemenis have been eompleted by
the Hawthormn Recruitiog Commitiee to holdt
a public meeting in the town hal!l on Wed.
nesday, Febrary 2, at 8 [;).m., when ad
dresses will be delivered by Sir W, H.
Irvine. M.H R, the loader of the State
Opposition (Mr, George Elmslie), and
Father J. O'Dwyer, 5.1, The mayor
of Hawthorn (Commallor Perey J. Ragsell)
will preside.

HE_IBELH‘EBG.

Cards are still being received ot the Padel
berg Shire Hall. The analysis s aa fol-
lows: — Willing to enbist ot onee, 168; lager.
% alrendy enlisted, 188, Rorgeant W, Bt.
\ ineent Moody, of the Sth Light Horse, who
wus wounded (wo days before the gallant
charge of that regiment, has been s ppointed
to assist Sergeant herr, '

MALVERN.

Amongst the speakors at the reeruiting
mevting to be held tomght i the Malvern
Town Hall are Senutor Russell Mr. Arthur
Hobinsou, M.L.U., the Hev. Father
O Dwyer, and Mr. A, T, Strong. The mayor
(Councillor 'Tn .L Weller ﬂ!w.' A
Jrocess] w - s ik ; 3
g‘lnlvemu?l‘nmu m?ﬁl runm
ated car over its Imes.  Provision has been
made tor an overtlow meeting m the crwhot

aronnd




