SOLDIERS LETTERS.
e

MAJOR C. H. RAITT,

The following letter, dated Septem-
ber 4, has baecn recsived by Mes
Raitt, from ber husband, Major C.
H. Raitt, 215t Baut, 8th Brigade :—

By the merciful will of the
Almighty, I aw still alive, fairly
well in wiod and body, bat nerves
badly rattled. You in Vietoria may
have heard very exagperated reports
ol what happesed 10 the 21st Bat-
talion A, LF,, generalst«ff and brigade
staff. Well, we started from Alexan-
dria oo Monday about 4 in the sfter-
noon, haviog come by train oa Sua-
day unight along side a steamer
called the Soathland, which we
cawe aboard in the middis of the
night from Hsliopolie, We started
in lovely weather in & fins big ship
officers and men all well sad happy.
We steamed along to a certain desti-
nalion, great precaution being taken

for submarine work (Germans and |

Aogstrians being active comewhare in
‘the  Mcditerranean), Everyihing
went all well until the fourth day
(Thuraday) at 945 a.m. we ware
strungk by sn Ausirian submarine
cloze to an island. The torpedo
struck about 30ft. forward of the
bridge, which iz in the middie of the
steamer, lackily for us. QI couorss,
for the moment, we all—{he regiment
and portions of regiments—were too
thuaderstruack to do anything. We
bad boat drill with our lifebelts the
lay before, 50 most of u: knew
what to do and where to go. [ was
in my cabin at the time, on the top
degk, trying on my web equipment,
with George Hunt at the tme belp-
ing me. I ran out to the deck and
saw the men falling in on their
station= with life-belts oa, and I then
saw it was serionz, 1 roshed back

tn mar ashin aat a Hle halt and oant
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to my oabin, got a life-balt, and went
to where my company=- was, [t had
to be thea first togo of. I then maw
some of the most borrible =sights
of my lite, 1 do not konow how I
gept my mind and head. T saw ons
bhoat as it was beiog lowsred with
sbout 20 men in it zoddenly over-
halance and throw evergbody iu il
into thesea, Then another boat got
Jown into ths watser safely with
atiout 40 men, and full of water. I
was going to get in, but it Hoated
away. I then huag on (o the bot-
tom of the rope ladder for about a
quarter of an hour, while another
hoat was beiog Joaded, It was
lowered safely with most of my men
on board, who dragged mein. It
was full ol water, and [ took chargs
Jter a little while and got them
osling and rowing a little, so as lo
keap the boat's nos2 to the wiad and
waves, We foated by the stern,
fally expectiag the ship to sink aad
plungs down below, head foremost,
yat =till she did not, snd the work of
lowering rafts and otber thiogs went
on, Isaw other horrible bappenings,
bat we did not dare lake auy more
<pulz on board, we wers &0 fall, and
the water filling the boat rapidiy.
Anyhow, we headed towards the
island. which was 10 mile: away, to
ry and reach it. We then managed
o gl threa pars out on each side,
«nd things were better, Two men

 were being dragged slong by ue, and

Jier we got ioto calmer water we
iragged them in. and the boat kept
setting under control better. Then
va saw smoke on the horizon from
i fferent parts, of cruisers, torpedo
wats, elc, coming 0 our rescus,
Ihere were five boat-loads, abont 48
mea on each, trying to make for the
island, when & Franch torpedo boat
came to our particular part of the
s=a and took us on board. When !
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had time Lo regain my nerve I had a
lonk round, and, to my wooder, saw
sur transport steamer still above
water, aod trying to make port
mnder her own seteam, which she
~vsntually nearly did—only bad to be
sached some two miles on the coast.
Oar French torpedo boat brought ue |
into port, and we thsn had to l:rg.n-!
ship on to the one 1 am now writing
thiz in. Everythiog is sixes and
saveps just now, Wall, while we
were getling on tbe torpedo boat
Colonel Lintgn (the brigadier) was
brought on board off one of these
small lite boats, in a very bad way,
His boat had been upset by some ol
the stokers getling oun to it when
their boat was upset, consequently
he was in the water for an bhour or
more, and when picked up wasin a
state ol collapse, Anyhow, he spoke

whep in the amall bos* bat when on
the torpado boat he was nnconscious.
The Freach sailors ot ~# his clovhes
aad teied every way 1o resuscilate
him, but with no avail, and he died
at 235 p.m, 1o our great grief, It
was simply awlal to ses the boats in

the sanlight on the waters, sud the
heads of swimamers in the lile belts
‘a1l over the placs. Of course, nobody

‘knew that the ship was going to keep
‘up for sach a long time, otharwise
‘wa could a!l have stayed on hoard.
' The hole has hean found by divers
'to be 400t x 20f¢; ie, 800 sqaare
f=et, which let the water in, but the
partivions held, and consequently
the water did not get into the en-
gine ronm, and so the engines and
boilers wera intact. - It was touch
and go with tha boat and with all of
us, but God ia His mercy kapt nus
all alive and safe, exc:pt ahout 30
poor [ilows, who wers either killed
by ths explosion, orashed by boats
falling on them, or drown=1. We

avra naw ralittins and hana LA ba
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are now refitting, and hops Lo ba
fiaizhed in a day or 0. Now, of
eoarsa, il the news of the torpadoing
ol transport was ssot fo Melbourne
it would bave natarally created a
great farore, and you must
bave thought the worst, as
the news was received by cerlain
other boate that our transport bad
gone down with all haods, How-
sver, [ sanl you on a wire, stating
that Bateman, self, George Hant,
Frad. Harling, were all saved. As
regards the whole mattsr, it now
appaars to me like an awlal oight-
mare, but it was ouly too real
Awful, it was! I feel quite broken
up and unnerved at the present, but
an keepiog my health fairly well
When* 1 got into the boat [ got the
men going hard, and keapt at it
standing up on a seat, calling out
when to pull and whea to back thair
oarz, and my miod was fully taken
ap to try aod save myself and the
men in the boal. Toe Freach tor-
pado-boat people were awflally good
to me and all of ws. The Rev.
Macrae Stewarl was also rescued by
the torpedo boat, They gave us hot
ten, whisky, Freonch wiae, biscuits,
and bread. They left the boats
smpty in the middle of the ocean,
and they looked so forlorn; aod,
then at 3 p.m. we started off at full
speed to an uonamead port. In aoy
oase, we were 60 miles away, and we
did it in two hours, The torpado
boat simply flaw! I am sending
you a ribbon and eard given me by
tbe commander. There iz no doubt
abont the kindness extended to us
It was wonderlul. Tell Canon
Davies that his son i3 safs on the
other boat, and that he may well
offar up prayers of thanksgiving for
the safety of our Vietorian regi-
ments of this brigade, Il [ gould
anly have taken a photograph of the
asa and all that there waz on ita
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s¢a and =sll that there wazon ita
guarter of an hour after ws were
tarpedoad you would all be aghast.

With regard to other letters re-
paived from Major Raitt, Mrs Raitt
summarizes them as follows: —

['ve had other lettera from the
trenches, and both Majors Raitt and
Bateman have bad narrow escapes
froul shell fire, At one time Major
Bateman had jast left his trench
when @ shell buorst, doing a lot of
Jamage, 80 he was fortanate to be
aut of it. Then Major Raitt hap-
pened Lo be reading a letter sent to
him by a Melbourne friend, when
the eame thing happened in his
trench, bat it just missed him, All
Lo same, it made him nearly jump
ont of his skin, George Hunl says
that they have had a pretty bot Lime
in the trenches, ete. He sent me a
few lige: re Major Raitt's illness
which caused him to be taken
to  the hospital, He saye that
my husband worked too hard in all
the heat in Egypt. He woulda"
give in until compelled by a high
temperature cansed through dysen-
‘tery and gastric trouble. Then
the doctors did oot want him te
ga to the front—not being Ht—but
‘ne wouldn't let his men go withou
‘him. Then came the ship's disaster,
aod later on the nerve-racking strain
of ghell-fire in the trenches for a
month or so. Consequently, my
husband must have bad a relapse,
uni been taken away again to
another hospital, from where I've
received a second and third letter
but the first one haso’t tarned op
T'ne major has told me all about the
illlaeszs, and natarally thinks I'ws
received thie lettex. He eeems al
broken up, and just lies on his back.
helpless and weak., His streagth
seos to have all gone, and he is
fesling so wretchedly ill. O! course
ha dida’t know then that he wanld
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e didn’t koow then that he would
be invalided home, =0 I can only
presume that he is medically unfit;
otherwise they wouldnt let him
come back for awhile. I can only
hope the voyage will do him good,
Gieorge Hunt says that the major is

‘beloved by all hi= men. They will

mi=s him,




