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EXTRAORDINARY GASE.

e ——

CHARGE AGAINST A LANDS
RANGER.

ALLEGATION OF FAKING A
BALLOT.

| PREFERENCE TO GERMANS
INFERRED.

A FRESH BALLCT ORDERED.

A case hawi some extraordinary
features came nfmfure the Hon. Dr.
Kidston in the Land Court at Roma last
week, when Alired George Nason &)
wealed from the decision of the Deputy
Aand Commissioner at Surat in refumlnr;
his application to select portion 3, pansh
of onga, a8 a gruzing homestead. Mr.
(. Martin qniiu:arod on behalf of the
Crown, Mr, . H. Dyball for the ap-
pellant, and Mr. Mayne for the respond-
ent, J. ¥. W, Henning.

The case had been decided before
sergeant Kelly, as lk-l:tty Land (‘om-
missioner, at Surat, on November 5 last,
There were 39 applications for this por-
tion. In conducting the ballot, Land
Ranger Tardent occupied the bench, and
NSergeant Kelly occupied a seat at  the
table mear the ballot boxes, The latter
stated that this arrangement was made hy
lhim just before the court sat as being
| more convenient. Into the ballot box
there were placed 38 blank envelopes and
one stamped with the word "'m-i_'{'ptr-tl."
This was stamped and sealed by Tardent,
and mot initiailed by the Deputy Con
missioner before heing placed in the box.

The sergeant stated that from where he
was #sitting he could not see an enyvelope un
the sloping desk n front of Tardent
The applicants v turn pulled out  an
envelope and hunded 1t to Tandent, who
cut it open with a knife, exhimting the
envelop to the court, Lardent put the
envelopes on the desk to open theny with
a  knmife. Henmmng's turn was {ith
Tardent took the envelope and cut it
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1ardent 100K lhe €nvelope ana cut it
open, and held up apparently the same
envelope, marked *accepted.”

The appellant gave evidence in which he
kaid that Henning laid his envelope on
the desk where 1t sloped down towards
Tardent, that Tavdent 1took wup an
envelope, ran the knife round three sides
of it, and without looking 1nside it, held
ioup and said “accepted.”

Alexander Simpson, commission agent
nl Surat, stated t\ml about a week hetore
the court Tardent visited his office, and
he told Inm that he had several appl.eca-
tions to lodge: that Tardent said, *There
i8 not much use your putting va applica-
vons for porticn 3 Henning will get
thut f | rma the court.,  You miglh
have & chance for portion 4" A coupls
of days later Tardent came i agan, sl
vaid, “I have perpetrated (%) my plans,
and ean fix it up all rght.”  Witness
said he informed Scrgeant Welly o what
Terdoot had said  After the conrt wy
nest Chad o ronversation with Tardent.
and remarked that it was strange that
those {wo men drew the two blocks. Ha
rephed, 1 faked both ballots: the w
cented envelope was never in the hox ™
While they were having a  drinli
the hotel subsequently Tardeat said
was as good as £ to him. Tardesq
I-l”["d ut witness's office twn 11&_\'!-1 later,
and the Litter ganl he t*l'llﬂql el nrlog.
gtanid how lLie had worked the ballid
He then sand, "You pget 38 onvelones:
they are closed amd put in the b
Yeu have a dommy envelope on  tly
desk: vou then get another  envelope
blank, i stimp it ‘accepted,” and sho
t to the pubhe.  Yon thea cloge the
envelopes on the bench, and pick up
the dummy envelope and lund it to the
man to put 1w the box,  Then atter
wiards when the right man comes alons
you pick up the stamped  envelope, open
i, and show 1t to the public.”

Emile Anguste Tardent denied that he
had handed a blauk envelope 1o Ser
yeant Welly, and said that f after Lo
hiad taken tne oovelope from the pacly
he had reached out to tuke anotoer
every one 1 ecourt would have seen ham,
Hix hands while opening envelopes were
i full view of these at the back
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those witting at the table. When open
mg Heaning's envelope he happesed 1o
votice the stamped word on i, so that
he turned it up to the full view of 1he
court without appevently looking at u
As to Nimpson’s  statement, s version
was that when Simpson told him  he
had several applications to lodge he waid,
“1t g no use von fellows coming along
with  your applications becaus=p  vour
brother Charlie satd  he  was  going
to draw the block: but it strikes e
that Henning will get it on a Germasa's
lmek.” [t was simply a jocular vemari
e demied the wse of the words atte-
buted 1o him by Simpson, sugzesting
thiat he faked the ballot. On the eon
trary both Simpeon and Nason had said
the ballot was Tair,

Henning., a naturalised German, gave
evidence denving that he had ypromised
ar given any  consideration o Tardont,
Edward 8 Juchau, son of the soecessiy]
applicant for block 4, 1 which there
was also an arpeal, also gave evidence.

In gving Judgment Dr. Kidston said
“During the hearing of this case a charge
has been made that an officer of the
Lands Department had fuked” the hallnt
in erder that a certain applicant xhonld
be declared the successful applicant. This
charge 1x of so extreme a charactor that
it it s true the officer should he dis
missed fraom the public service. tn the
other hand, if the charvee 18 untroe the
person moking  such a charge  without
Justification againet a public officer de-
strves to be severely dealt with, Thers
can be po doubt that either Alexander
Bimpson or hanger Tardent was guilty
of gross and wilful perjury. As thie
aspect of the case does not come within
the erounds of the appeal T do not con-
vider it exsential to fully investigate the
charge made”

_H‘I'. Kiudston wam also reported to ha.e
said st was  quite inexplicable what
metive a man of the business standing
of My, Smpson could have in making
gnch stutements as those mentionsd by
him, but + was no more inexplicabl.:
than that Mr. Tardent had goue to My
Simpson and made statements regarding
tha Lallas Ti smemm wmenles Faic P B2 o
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MmpEon Ald . made statements regarding
the hallot. It was only fair for him 1o
say that there waa no evidence to gl
that Tardent did anything with corrupt
antention,

- Dr. Kidston said he found that as ve.
gards the following facts the evidence
of atl the witnesses was identical —* (1)
The tickets required to be placed .
one of the hallot boxes had written on
them m addition 1o the aumber of
| the selection  the number of the por
tion applied for and the name ol the
' appheant. (2} The Deputy Commissions
| Aid not wrnite the word ‘accepted’ upon
one of the envelapes, nor 18 there any
certainty that he nut an envelope with
that word on 1it, either written or
stamped. into the ballot box. These
facts show that the ballot was mot con-
ducted in accordance with the rvegula-
tione, and the importance of such want
of conformity asx took place hLes in this,
that ull assuranee as to the honesty of
the ballot was thereby destroyed.”™ The
apneal was therelore sustaincd, the Twllot
held an Novemler 5 was declaread iu-
formal, anl the Land Commissinner was<
Jdirected to proceed with the holding of
a fresh hallot  Fach side was orderel
to pay e own eosis.

Johim William Hodgaea appenled from
the decision of the Deputy Land Com-
missioner at Surat, refusing his anplic-
tion to select portion 4, parish of Dongn,
the grounds of the appeal being that
the ballot for the raid portion was not
eondueted in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Land Aet of 190 and the
land regulations of 1912, The cour!
found that as regards the fucts the oy
dence of all the witnesses was identicy!,
and a decision was given similar to that
in the preceding case.
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