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TWO APPRECIATIONS

The Late Lieut Colonel E. L. Margolin, D.S.O.
The sudden passing of Lieut. C olonel E. L. Margolin has removed

from this country a fine citizen and a picturesque character. The loss

is one that will be felt acutely by both Jewish, and non-Jewish sections

of this city. ? --

;

Born in Russia, his parents removed

to .Palestine before his 15th birthday.
;

Both parents died within a short time
'

of each other, and the young man in his

' early 'teens fruitlessly attempted to en

- rol from Egypt, for service in the Boer

'

_

War.
!

He finally migrated to Australia, and
i

after undertaking various labouring

? work on the goldfields, he. returned to

j
tlie coast and ultimately went to Collie,

?

where he was in business on his own

?i

account. In 1911 when a unit of the

'! militia was formed there, he secured
f,

a commission. At the outbreak of the
'}

1014-1918 War, he enlisted and- served
-'?

with the 16th Battalion on Gallipoli

)
fiom the landing till the evacuation, at

lj

uhich latter time he was CO. of the

^

l)attalion. After service in France he

c was discharged as unfit for general

! service, but at his own expense he

\

secured medical aid to enable a return
\

to military service. He was appointed

I to the command of the 39th Fusiliers, a

|
Jewish battalion which

'

participated



v!
'with credit in the concluding stages of

\

the Palestine Campaign.
j; Lieut.-Colonel Margolin remained in

:? Palestine for three years after the
j!

Armistice. He was a military adminis

v tiator in Jerusalem. He returned to

H
Australia in 1921.

,

'

??

f-.

His help for the Jewish Scout move-
?

V\ ment, from the time of- its foundation
I.

throughout its 12 years of existence,
!

'

was an indication of his willingness to

?

serve any worthy object irrespective of

its size or importance to himself.

U This was the background of one who
.

;

was equally distinguished as a British

:

; citizen, a Zionist, and a Jew. Personal
?

. qualities of human understanding, men

-

'

tal vigour, and lofty idealism permeated
' l»s life and actions and enriched his

contributions as citizen, Zionist and
i Je^.

;

\ ..
.

'

;j
GRAVESIDE ADDRESS

?

i

BY MR. E. S. WATT

^ (Senior Vice-president, R.S.L., W.A.).'
'f- '0 valiant heart who to your glory came

|-
'Through dust of conflict and through .

|
;

battle flame,
,- 'Tranquil you lie, your knightly virtue
f^

proved,

U 'Your memory hallowed in the land you
t&

loved.'

P The promotion to higher duty of our

H dear friend and revered comrade, Col

H onel Margolin, did indeed take gome

j| thing valuable out of the lives of most

°t
us, and especially of those who had



us, and of those who

H served with him in one of the most

H famous battalions of the A.I.F.

M Tlle 16th Battalion and the men who

Mttore the na,vy blue and white shoulder

?patch of that famous unit, always filled

HI ' very big place in Colonel Margolin's

battalion and of his fellow-Diggers; so

much so, that even after all these years,

one could not think of Colonel Margolin

without also thinking of the 16th, or of

the 16th, without also thinking of the

Colonel.

It is no exaggeration to say that

Colonel Margolin, with all his unas

suming manner, was a very distinguish

ed soldier and a very distinguished

citizen. When he came to this country

he was faced with the obvious difficulties

that confront a stranger in a strange

land. It is a tribute both to his char

acter and his ability' that he overcame

those difficulties and even turned them

'to advantage.

He belonged to that illustrious band

of people from overseas who have come

to Australia and put more- into our

social life than ever it was possible for

them to take out of it.

In all his acts, both public and private,

and in his habitual outlook on men and



affairs, he became- and remained a true

and loyal Australian. As such, he was

one of the first to volunteer for active

service in 1914. He was wounded three

times.

When the war was over, Colonel Mar

golin devoted all the -time and energy

he could to the welfare of his fellow

service men. He had been a member of i

our League since 1919. He was the

founder and first president of the Ned

lands sub-branch. For many years he

has been a member of the State Execu

tive. He was Chairman of the League's

Finance Committee for about 14 years, .

Chairman of the Hospital-visiting Com

mittee, R.S.L. representative on the

board of visitors of Lemnos Hospital,

and the League's representative to the

Red Cross Society.

He was also a foundation member of

the Perth Legacy Club, whose duty is.

that of looking after the welfare of the

children of deceased soldiers. Any one

of these activities would take up much
'of

a man's spare time. Attending to

them all was the lifework of a devoted

enthusiast.

One might truly say of Colonel Margo
lin that he had all the qualifications of

Wordsworth's happy warrior. He was

a- man of outstanding physical and moral

courage. He never flinched in action,

nor was he ever afraid to speak his

mind when speaking was called for.

He was that rare combination of the

man of action, who is also a reader and



man who is also a reader and

thinker. With it all, he had that

modesty and unfailing courtesy which

does so befit a man of war.

It was his loyalty to the country of

his adoption, his regard for his friends,

and his consideration for his fellow

men which made- Colonel Margolin take

such a deep and active interest in our

League and its work, particularly in

those aspects of League work which

we call welfare work.

He lived for others to a degree that

is rarely achieved by even the most

self-sacrificing man.
.'

His passing has

left a wide gap in our ranks. It has left

us all with a deep sense of personal

loss, but the years can never dim the

affection and respect in which we will
-

hold him. We revere his memory.
/ Farewell, 'Margy,' old pal. We'll1

miss you.

And now the hour of rest has come.

This poppy, an emblem of sacrifice, the

symbol of life given for one's country,

is a link between our comrade and us ,

*\vho remain. We place it here —

?

In Rernemberance.


