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WEST PERTH FIRE.

PRODUCE STORE BURNT.

Damage Estimated at £1.200.

A pall of black smoke spread over por

tion of West Perth yesterday morning
when a fire broke out in the two-storey
produce store of Messrs. Haynes and Cle
ments in Marquis-street. Burning fiercely
on the two floors, the fire caused damage
estimated at about £1,200. The cause of
the fire was not ascertained, but it started
in a space between the main building
and the mill at the rear when a man
was getting a quantity of petrol fron
a drum.

Five fire calls, two from alarm instru
ments, were received at fire brigade head
quarters at 822 o'clock. Deputy Chief
Officer Flynn turned out two engines and
13 firemen. On arrival, the firemen
found the fire burning strongly on the
first floor of the mill, and flames were

bursting into the two floors of the main

building facing Marquis-street. A light
wind swept smoke and sparks towards
the railway line, away from the adjac

ent buildings of the Metropolitan Mar
ket Trust.

Separated by a lane, two-storey -build

ings to the south of the produce store

are occupied by Java Traders, Ltd., and



and

the State Labour Bureau. These build
ings were not damaged.

Poor Water Pressure Hampers Firemen.

The firemen's flist concern was to pre

vent the fire gaining a hold on the front
portion of the produce store. A line of
hose was run from Marquis-street to the
point where the fire originated, but the
jet of water sizzled into steam

as- it

fell into the seat of the flames. Another
hose was taken along the lane and up
a ladder, and from there a stream was

projected into the interior of the first
floor of the mill, which was a raging
mass of flames.

Though hampered by a poor water

pressure, the firemen's attack prevented
the spread of the fire until another

source of water was tapped. This was

secured from two plugs in Wellington
street from which the water was fed into
a pump. A good pressure was delivered
to a hose by these means, and the fire

men had the outbreak under control in
less than half an hour.

The roof beams of the mill would

scarcely have withstood another five
minutes' onslaught of the fire. A section

of the floor at the western end of the
mill had burnt through, and a fiery mass

of falling timber and oats spread th&

flames to bundles of hay and quantities.
of fertiliser and seed on the ground

floor.

Windows and doors between the store

and the mill disappeared in the flames,
and it was here that the firemen did

good work in checking the spread of the
destroyed'



outbreak. Mill plant destroyed' included

grading and'

crushing machines.

Petrol Ignites.

A report was made to the police by
Charles Dumps, a carrier, of Serpentine,
who had permission to leave a 40-gallon

petrol drum in the space between the
store and the mill, that the fire started

when he went to the drum to obtain

two gallons of petrol He turned on the
tap, and was filling a container when a

flash of fire occurred, and the petrol

burst into flames. He picked up the con

tainer and rushed through the store into

the street. He was not smoking at the
time, and was unable to say what caused

the petrol to ignite.

Insurancq on the building was effected

through the State Accident Insurance
Office, and the stock and machinery were

insured with the London and lancashire

Assurance Company, Ltd., for about

£1,300.


