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SUNDAY NIGHT BRAWL IN FLAT

Alleged Wounding Of Polish Seaman

POLICE TELL OF PROBE

INTO AFFAIR

"BLOOD ALL OVER THE FLOOR"

FURTHER evidence concerning a sensational

brawl in a flat at St. Paul's-terrace, on the

night of Sunday, April 28, during which a middle-aged
Polish seaman, John Gryzbala, was allegedly knocked

unconscious, was taken in the Brisbane Police Court
last week. It is alleged that a carving-knife, bottles, an

. axe, and a tomahawk figured promin
ently in the fracas, at the conclusion of

i:

; which the Pole, badly wounded, was

; rushed to the' General Hospital, where
.-.lie. still lies. A large squad of police

.-.were: summoned to' the scene, and
v- promptly began investigations into the

"

affair. '

..v

Constable Williams gave evidence
' -of fl ruling- a -bloodstained carving--

knife In Kcnnlgo-street.

A MAN and; a worqan, George
'

Bray and Vera Moore,
later were- arrested and;

charged with; Inflicting griev

ous bodily 'harm on Gryzbala,;

and the case against them
"

at>
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present stands part-heard.

T AST Sunday "Truth" recorded1 the

testimony given by the wounded
Pole at the hospital court, when - he
claimed that an axe and a- tomahawk

were thrown Into the room-
ait-

him,
after which he was rendered uncon

scious by a blow, regaining his senses

in the hospital.

The evidence in the Police Court
last week consisted solely of the testi

mony of the various police officers who

took part in the investigations, and

both defendants, after the evidence of

the fifth witness 'had been completed,
were remanded for a week.

Re-entering, the witness, to con
tinue the evidence he commenced the
previous week, Plainclothes 'Constable
Jack Doherty last week explained that
news of the brawl was received at the
CXB. headquarters at 11.28 pan. on

Sunday, April 28, and gave details of-

his Investigations.
"

- He said he went to the block of
.flat buildings In St, Paul's-terrace
with Plainclothes Constable Harty,
and found the alleged victim, John
Grzybala, attired In pyjama trousers

and singlet, sitting on the floor of a

room.

"He had a gaping wound about two
and a half Inches long In the. slde of
his head," declared Doherty. "He
was bleeding freely; his face, arms,
and clothing were saturated in blood,
and he appeared to be in a semi-con
scious condition."

Next, said the C.I.B. man, ho went
to ambulance headquarters in Ann-
street, and there saw the two defend
ants, George Bray and Vera Moore, in
the casualty room. The woman, he
noticed, had her right hand and her
head bandaged; there was a laceration
under her left eye and blood oq her
face, hands, and pyjamas. Bray also
had blood on his face, hands, and
clothing, and cuts on the bottom of
his feet.

After the woman had been treated
she walked out on to the footpath, and

Doherty, following her, said; "What

happened to you, .Vera?" . She replied,
according to .Doherty: "I met a

in .Barry-parade, and he knocked me
with a tomahawk!" In reply to an

other question, said Doherty, the
woman .said she . did not know

woman .said she . did not know
whereabouts- in - Barry-parade this

happened.

"LYING UNCONSCIOUS."

"Do you know this chap you say
knocked you?" Doherty said he asked.
Vera Moore- replying, "Well, he's a

foreigner— the mate of a fellow I'm

supposed to have touched, and I sup
pose he wanted to get square."
"There is a-chap at your place In a

pretty bad- way," continued Doherty,
'and I'm told you' and a man left him
like that. Did you?" "Well, the
deserves all he got," Doherty alleged
the woinan repUed. ,

Then, said Doherty, Bray Joined
- them, 'and when asked what was

'

wrong with him, he answered:. .

"Why, there's nothing wrong with
me." When Doherty asked Bray
to describe - his movements, the
male accused allegedly said: "I

was drlnking last night,- and when

I got: liome I-.'-founj this girl

(meaning Vera Moore) lying un

conscious."
- Then, claimed. Doherty, the talk be
tween -Bray and, .himself continued
thus:--:.v

.
.J:'

Doherty :V Where did you find
'her?;'i;

Bray:: Just outside her room.
-

Were you drinking at' the hotel
without your, boots ofi?— No.
Well, ; where - are your boots

now?— In 'the room, where I left

them, I-
suppose,

.Where do you live?— Anywhere.
.

You live with Vera, don't you? —

, (No reply.) '-

How did you. get your feet cut,
Bray?— Walking over the -broken
bottles to -pick her up.

-

How did you get that blood on

you?— Isn't she bleeding? I had
to carry her.

:

Do you know this man Vera says
hit her? — No; I've never seen him .

in, my life, but 111 kill the —

when I do.

Both Vera Moore and Bray then
accompanied him to the General Hos
pital, continued Doherty, and their
injuries were further treated. Witness
went to a ward and saw the Pole,
whose wounds meantime had been

washed, revealing a large depression
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washed, revealing a large depression
at the side of his head.
Returning to the casualty room,

Doherty saw Vera Moore again and
said to her: "That chap is In a very
bad way, and I'm told that axes, toma
hawks, and knives were used on him."

The woman allegedly said: "I don't
know about that. I was knocked out
straightaway. Anyway, Mr. Doherty.
what do you want to bother about it

for? Take no notice of it and I will
give you a case that is worth while.
The deserved all he got."

When Doherty' asked: "Why don't
you want, me to bother about it?" the
woman, .Wording to evidence, replied:
"Because it was between ourselves."
Then, said Doherty, the two de

fendants were taken to the C.IB., but
before, leaving the hospital - witness
was handed an axe, a tomahawk, and
three knives by Plainclothes Constable

"About five

o'clock on the

morning of. April

29/' went on Do
herty, "I went to
Vera M o o r c's

room at the flats

and saw that the
floor was strewn
with broken bot
tles, crockery, and
other things.
There was blood
all over the floor.

"I saw a large
hole ui the parti
tion opposite the
door, and there
were splashes of
blood on it. The

Constable Dank.

have been made with the blade of an
axe." .

With a torch, said Doherty. he fol
lowed a trail of blood from the room
out on to St. Paul's-terrace, then 50
yards along the street— towards the
Valley.

Returning to the C,IB� Doherty
continued, he saw the two defendants,
and said: "I understand, Vera, that
the old chap who Is now In hospital

gave you £1 to buy some grog, thnt

you went away and returned some tjme
afterwards with "some, and about 11

o'clock he asked to be shown his
room and you took him to your room.

"He went Into tho room and ap
parently undressed, for his clothes
were found on the end of the bed. He
was only there a lew minutes, when

you, Bray, were seen entering the

room with a tomahawk In your hand.

"The next thing, a terrific brawl

took place in and about that room,
and you used axes, tomahawks, and

knives. The brawl lasted about

quarter of an hour, and all that

time the old chap was yelling out:
'Police, . . .Help. . . .Murder. . . .

tlie

arc here!"

When he heard that recital by the

plainclothes man, Bray allegedly said:
"I got home about nine o'clock. I

was drunk and went to sleep on Jack

Kenny's bed. I didn't hear any brawl,
and when I woke up this girl (Vera
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and I up
Moore) was lying outside her room.
I took her to the ambulance."

"Everything Indicates that you were

well In the attack on that old man,"
Doherty declared he remarked, to

George Bray.

Vera Moore.

which, he said,

Bray replied, "But

nobody would

help her."
"But you told

"But you told

no you were

asleep when the

orawl' was on,"

Doherty declared
he interjected,

and Bray said to

"forget It."

When asked if

uieic waa aw/-

thing she wanted to say, Vera Moore,

said Doherty, declared:. "The old

wanted to go off with me,
iuid, because.

I wouldn't, he knocked' lhe out first

hit."
.

Asked if she knew . the ' "old chap"
Vera Moore allegedly replied:'. "He Is a

foreign seaman and he arrived at our

place last night."

When asked if Vera kept axes, toma

hawks, and knives in her room she
retorted: "No, of course -I don't!"

Doherty, according to his evidence,
then returned to the fiat building, and

In a yard found a dismantled bed, one

Sost of which was missing. The mlss-

ig post compared with the one found

beneath Vera's window.
Doherty next explained that he told

the defendants that Gryzbala had re

covered consciousness at the hospital
and that he Intended to confront them
with the wounded man. When he
heard of this plan Bray allegedly said:

"Yes, let us hear what the old Dago
has to say."

AT THE HOSPITAL.

On the way to the hospital, declar
ed Doherty, he said to Bray: "There
Is £1 missing from that old fellow's

belongings. Vera says she hasn't any
money, and. seeing that you have 24/-,
ic would appear tnat you got some of
his money. Bray said: "You can't put
thnt on me!" and, turning to Vera
Moore in .the back seat of the car, he
said: "Give them that quid and that
will get me out. They are accusing
me of stealing his money."

Vera Moore explained, according to
Doherty: "I haven't any quid," and

Bray said: "Don't be silly. Give
them the quid. He gave It to you, .

and
have on us."
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.

they have nothing on us."
Outside the ward wherein the

wounded seaman lay, Bray said to the
escorting police officers: "Take her In
on her own; I want to see him on

my own."
At Grzybnla's bedside; the Injured

Pole allegedly identified Vera Moore
as the woman who had taken him to
her room.

When Bray was taken Into the
'

ward lie allegedly said to Grzybala,
"You don't know me," whereupon
the Injured man said: "Yes, I do;
what you bit me for7"

When Bray exclaimed: "I didn't hit
you," Grzybala allegedly said: "Well,
where you get that blood on your
shirt?"

Bray, according to Doherty, retorted:
"The old is mad.'

Plainclothes Constables O'Callaglian (left) and Doherty cxumlnlng Hie

, collection of exhibits tendered during the police court hearing.

Doherty went on to say that, after
after leaving the hospital ward, he said
to both defendants: "Now that Gryz
bala has identified you two, I am going
to arrest you on a charge of grievous
bodily harm. It Is obvious that he is In
a bad way, and the doctors have little

a bad way, and the doctors have little

hope of his living."

Bray, when he heard this, allegedly
said: "That's what a man gets for help
ing a woman. I hope the dies."
Moore said nothing.

At 12.15 that day, said the C.IB. man,
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man,
he took both the defendants to the
fiats where the assault allegedly
occurred, and on the way there, he de
clared, Bray said to Vera Moore:
"Charge the old with attempted
rape; thnt will break this charge down,
and he will go In lnstend of us." Vera
Moore said: "I ought to charge him
with something."

In the room which Moore allegedly
claimed as the one she had occupied
Doherty pointed out the hole In the
partition and the general condition or

the room.

When Mrs. Moore (mother of the de
fendant) came on the scene, Doherty
said to her: "Does Bray live hero?"

and allegedly received the answer:

"Sometimes, but I don't want him here.

Acling-bcrgcnnt "Nobby" Clarke,
who was in charge of the C.I.B.

when -news of the fracas was re

ceived.

Ha hit me on the head a few weeks

ago." ,

After the. visit to the flats Doherty
took Bray and Vera Moore- to the city

took Bray and Vera Moore- to the city

watchhouse, and charged them with

grievous bodily harm.

Mr. Jack Gilbert (cross-examining) :

Did Bray have any cuts on his hands or

arms? .

Doherty: No, the only cuts I saw were
on the soles of his. feet.

What sort of. a door Is It on Vera
Moore's room? — A single door.

You say you saw blood on-that parti
tion?— Yes, blood sweeping downwards
to 'the hole.

Do you know if Vera Moore had an

artery cut in her hand?-rNo. -

Do you know It there: was a wound on

her hand?— No.

That blood you saw. in the street;
where did it come from?— From de
fendant: Moore; I should say.

'

'Were both defendants in your charge
for the rest of the night; till you even
tually charged them next day?— Yes.

Bray was covered In blood was he?—
Yep.

.

That is why you thought he had been
in the brawl?— Yes. partly.

Did Bray tell you that Vera had been

assaulted by Gryzbala? — Yes. /

You say you were told that Bray had
been seen poking the top of that bed

post through the window?— Yes.
Did you try yourself to poke it

through the window?— Yes, and I found

that I could.

Prom your Information about the
bed-post, did you form the opinion that

Bray had been In
:

the brawl?— Oh, I

had other information that he was In
it from the very beginning.

About this identification. When
Gryzbala identified Vera, Bray was

. not in the room was he? — No.
And when Bray stepped into the

ward,, didn't Detective Malioncy
say: "This Is the man who assaulted
you? — No.

Acting-Sergeant "Nobby" Clarke told
the court that he was in charge of the
C.IB. office when news of the fracas
was received. He corroborated
Doherty's evidence concerning the
alleged conversation in the car on the
way to the hospital, between Bray and
Vera Moore about the "quid."

"MANIAC WITH AXE"

Constable Henry Adam Dank testified
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Henry Adam Dank testified

that he was on duty in the Valley about
11.16 on the night of April 28 when he

was told of the trouble at the Bunya
flats In St. Paul's-terrace. He arrived
at the place about 1120, and noticed
a crowd In Kennigo-strcct.

Dank described the finding of Gryz
bala, unconscious, In a "pool of blood,"
and stated that, searching outside the
room, he found a mattress and a blood
stained axe.

The next witness was Constable
Archibald Frederick Williams, attached
to the Valley station, who stated that,
after being told of the trouble at 11.20
on the night of April 28, he went with
his informant in a taxi to the flat

building.
"When we got near the building."

said Williams, "I saw the two defend
ants walking down St. Paul's-terrace,
from the direction of the Exhibition
Hotel. Wo pulled up and Bray said:
'Take this woman to the hospital or she
will bleed to death.'"

When witness asked what the
(rouble was, Bray allegedly said:
"Go over there (pointing to the
flats). There is a maniac there

with an axe!"

Williams declared that he communi
cated with the ambulance and then
assisted other police in making a

search. In a gutter In Kennigo-strcct,
outlsde Bunya fiats, witness found a

bloodstained carving-knife and on the
opposite side of the road he .found a

)

Mr. Gilbert: Did- you see this man,

Gryzbala lying in the room? — Yes.
How was ho lying?— Against the bed

post.
Plainclothes - Constable Eugene

O'Callaghan gave evidence of visiting

the flats and viewing the disordered,
blood-stained room where the assault
allegedly occurred.

"Before the ambulance came," said
O'Callaghan, "I made an examination
of the flat bqildlng, and sitting in the
kitchen I saw Edward Francis Radley
and Irene May MoKcnzle. I had a con

versation with them and examined
their hands and clothes, butrthey were

free from bloodstains."

O'Callughan declared that he found
bloodstains leading from the room to

near the woodheap. nnd other blood
stains. apparently made by bnro feet.

Outside the window of the room, he
stated, he found a pair of trousers

containing a folded £1 note.

He found a tomahawk handle In the
room, two tnble-knlvcs on the duchesse,

room, on

and these, together with other
exhibits, be banded to Flalnclothes-
Constable Doherty."

At the conclusion of O'Callnghan's
testimony, both defendants were re

manded until next Thursday. Bail was

extended.
I


