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DUNA AND FAR
ROYAL COMMISSION ON
FISHING INDUSTRY.

CEDUNA SITTING.

A Royul Commission to inguire into the
tishing industry, and to hear the views of
fisherinan, sat at the Council Chambers,
Ceduna, on Thursday evening and Friday
morning, 25th. and 26th. April last,

The menbers of the Commission were:
Messte. R. J. Rudall, M.P. (chainmnau),
Mr. H. M. Hale, of the South Australian
Muscum, Mr. ¢, A, Sheridan, a practical
tisherman and Mr. A. Symons, Secretary.

Mre. C. F. Pavey, accompanied the Com-
mission as official reportet.

There was a very representative gather-
ing of fishermen and others some 30 in
all, and great interest was shown by all.
Upinions were ddivided on some subjects
and some of those present wolced their
opinions in anything but a gentle maun-
ner. The gathering was rsomewhat cos-
mopolitan and there was much confusion
of tongus. Generally it was agreed that
the supply of fish in these watere was de-
There were some who did not
believe that thisx was s0 and averred that
the increase of fisherman would account
tor the \lecrease.

But there was a consensus of opinion
that there showld be a close season for
echnapper at all events. Here again were
a few dissentients. These did not like to
think how they could live during a close
season, should it be ordained, but these
were reminded that a temponary closing
of the grounds would ensure a continuity
of increase in the tature. Many had com-
plaints against the marketing of the fish,
bitt none of the transport.
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The Chairman, on opening the sitting,
watd the Commission had been sent by the
(rovernment to give opportunity to prac-
tical fishermen to give any evidence
which would lead to the betterment of
the fishing industry. The commission
wanted to know their viewes un fisheries,
marketing and everything connected with
the industry.

Belvre evidence was taken, Mr. Saxeld,
a lisherman asked the Chairman that all
ovidence might be taken in public. The
Chairman regretted that the rule was
that evidence could be taken in private
as well as in public, and he «coulbd not
vary that rule.

R. . Hawker in testifying, was not at
all satisfied with the present marketing
artangements in Adeladde and Melbourne.
He said that charges came to 25 per cent.
which was too much.

The Chaiyman reminded the witness
that the commission had no power in oth-
ol Btates,

The witness thought that there should
be Government control in the markets.
He did ot approve of netting or Jlong
line fishing for schnapper. The lines were
followed by sharks who got many fish and
frightened others away., Ie was in faver
of a close season for fish during certain
summer months,

Alirdd Edwards said he had an almost
lifelong experience a8 a  fisherman. He
need the long schnapper lines but did not
lose many fish. He favoured a close gea-
son from September to March. He
thought the supply had deteriorated by
fishing during the spuwning season, The
schnapper were decreasing but he did not
think it was owing to the use of long
lines rather wae it due to the catches
during the spawning season. He {found
road transport better than rail or sea. As
to whiting he could not suggest a close
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season, bt there shoubd be protection as
there & not a better place for breeding
than this.

The Chairman.—If the docrease countin-
es, then your oecupation would be gone.

Mr. E. Poppell gaid schnapper were de-
creasing, but that was owing to the :n-
crease of fishermen. Pructically every-
body is using the long lines and they ap-
pear to be satisfied that they do the in-
dustry no harm. He was in favour of
Government market supervision and

*  thought that the markets should be daily
veported a8 to prices which reports
should be authorised by Government. He
said there was plenty of room for all
with hooks, but not with nets.
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Mr, A, Costanos said he had fished ﬂl!
neighbouring areas. Generally he thou-
ght supplies were not decreasing buk
would advocate a vclose season which |
would hel pto keep up supplies. “1 used
long lines but ceased to do eo when I
found T could do as well with hand-lines”
the witness said.

J.  Criticos, another fisherman, said
there wae not much Wifference in supply.
If you work you catch. If you idle you
don’t. First he had a small dinghy and
could not use long lines, Now has a big
boat anid does well. Fishermen must have
an open go to earn a living and living ie
very expensive to a family man. He fav-
oured vlose season of three months for
schoapper and whiting.

P. Vambacas said fish were dieenoasing.
When he came here firet there were plen-
ty tixh in the bay, but now theve are few.
There are too many fishing and they
chage the fish away. He advocated three
months close season, but  outside 1hat|
tme. no restrictions of any  kind, The|




tme, no rvestrictions of any kind, The
big people arve driving the snall men out,
He did not use nete ae they destroyed
feed and militated  againet  future svp-
plies.

W, J. Thompson, Thevenarvid, sald the
supply of fish iz decreasing. 1t was ri-
dieulons to say that it was not. He did
not favour nets, M nets and long lines
are usedd, H<hing will goon be a thing of
the past.

G. Spirou advocated a close geason and |
was against netting, |

Joseph Keiptan gave his opinion as to |
whiting breeding. He was in favour of
protection and against the use of ground
bait, He gave interesting evidence of the
habts of whiting at home and abroad.
The supply of fish was not increasing. He
favourpd o elose season for schnapper.

William A, Pufahl, o fisherman of 20
years standing said the supply was falling
off owing to the increased wumber of
fishermen. In fact, the supply was not
falling off, but it was distributed among
too many. He wsed long lines and  did
not think they did any harm. He re
commended a limitation to 200 hooks per
boat irrespeetive of the mmmber, of din-
ghies. Long lines should be stopped in
spawning time. He did vot use nets now
for schuapper, but was not against the
mractise, He would not favowr a close
souson e men with families cordidl not af-
ford it. With the Government issuing li-
censes wholesale it s hard to make a liv-
ing. He favowred nets 1o whiting, they
may frichten the fish tor u day or twe
but they don't destroy the growmd.  If
the supply gets less there should be few-
¢ H<hermen.

The Chairmen thought that prohibition
of nets would proteet the emaller men.

The witness =aid that resulations as to
size of fisit were disregarded and infringe-
ment was going on from day to day. |




ment was going on from day to day. |

The chairman could not see  reamson in
pereisting i a policy which  would  cuat
their own throats, The witness said that
the man who comes to tish temporarily
does mot care what he does, He woullkd
Jimit the number of fishing licenses, He
didd not behieve m larger  boats  making
room  for small craft. He was perfectly
ratisfied with transport which was better
now than ever it was, Hoad was superior
to rail or sea, In answer to Mr, Hale,
the witness did not think that long lines
hurt the fish. If they were cut out it
woulil decrease the supply. He used 5it.
nets inas shallow water as possible,. He
didd not like Seine nets, there was  too
mueh waste. He haldl not heard of ama-
tewn using nets for years. He had fished
at Davenport ereek but had not heard of
nets being rwed there. He thought ama-
teurs shou'd be governed by the same
laws ns professionala,

The sitting then adjourned and was re-
eimid on Friday morning.

(. Rose Morcom did not think supplies
would hold up, He Wid not think many
whiting were caught after nets had been
usedd on the fishing srounds, The fish
were disturbed and cleared ont. If mesh
was  smaller it might  better things.
There was no proper sipervision as to
the size of fish canght. He thought whit-
ing =pawned all the year ronnd. He did
not believe in long lines as they destroy
the fish wnd attraet sea vermin, He ob-
jected to Southern Furopeans getting
permite to fish before taking out natural-
wation papers,

Mr. Hale saiddl that the keeping a record
of all catches by figherman would furnish
statistics by which increase or decrease
vouldl be more easily determined.

(. Saxeld had been fishing for five
yveare, Supplies were keeping up, par-
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tictllarly schnapper. He thought there
should be a distance of 12 feet bhetween
hooks and 4ft. snoozes on the long lines.
More play would not prevent attack by
sharks. He had not found more wastage
on long lines than on hand lines. Wher-

ever there is a school of schnapper, there

will be sharks. He thought it would be
better to abolish long lines pending in-
vestigation. Netting bes more harm
than long lines as far ae schnapper are
concerned. He did not favour close sea-
sons, He was aware that fishing ques-
tions in the North Sea were causing
great anxiety and regulations es to con-
gervation in England were very stringent,
and in view of the future those regula-
tions had to be enforced. The Chairman
thorght that promiscuous fishing must
diminish supply and therefore imperil the
utufre. The witness thonght that ecien-
tific reseatch into the question of breed-
ing would be a great help to the indus-
try.

Mr. Hale =aid, *“We have to face the
fact that in other parts fishing has been
depleted., Coubl not the same happen
here*”  The witness compared big
draughts 20 years ago with decreased cat-
ches at present.

Mr. Hale said that grounds fished con-
tinually must suffer, A cooperative Fis
herman's Association might help matters.

Mr. Puinhl in further evidence asked
for partienlars as to regulating size of
fish.

The Chairman said that fishermen only
got copies of vegulations, but these with-
out the act, were vague. The act should
be printed with the regulations. :

Mr. W, AL Hill, fish biyer, gave valu-
uble testimony. He said the Melbourne
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market<  were  controlled by the ity
Council. The stalls therein were sublet
to weven or eight auctioneers under super-
vigion of Uouncil. South Australian fish
arvived there each day by express. There
was keen competition among the auction-
eotw whose husiness it wne to satisfy the
fishermen., The purchasers cun  select
fisly in any quantity they like, and it is
ditfienlt to dispose of baskets which have
been sampled by pickers of  the  best.
Health officers have nnlimited powers as
to condemnation and the presence of one
bad fish in a basket condemns  the lot,
Fishermen are receiving move  facilitios
than any other pimay producers,  They
have Treight paid and boxes gupphied and
are untler no expense until their fish rea
chew the buyer. Sehnagmper breeds in De-
comber and January but there s little
known as to the breedme of whiting, This
i i matter for muech wanted scientitic re-
seareh, O fishing mounds are too fay
away  from the capitals for the fish to
retain  their uatinal freshness on which
s much depends.  Careless handling  of
fih i the canse of g0 much wastage, The
fisht when cimght arve thrown into a well
too crowded and consequently  are mur-
dered and a murdered fish cannot be pre-
servid like that which alies  a  natural
death.  The witness went into the meth
alds of freezimg whether by the brine o
the amonin provess and he also explained
the procediure between provilers and re-
tailers. He gave valwble infotmation s
to what would improve the position ot our
fishermen amd <tromgly advoeated the ap-
potntment of  more e VIO, In the
bid hendling of fish, the men were mak-
i wrod for their own backs.

This conchulad the sittimg of the Come-
mission which left Cdunn by car on Fri-
oy atternoon,




