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STORIES IN DIVORCE

Unhappy Marriages Dissolved

PARTNERS WHO FAILED

Mr. Justice Draper presided in the

Divorce Court today, when a number of

undefended cases were heard. In each

case Mr. F. Curran appeared for the pe

titioner. ? *
'

'

CHURCHMAN'S BROOK CASE

A strange story was told by Denis

Papchuck, a middle-aged Slav, who

sought a divorce from Edith Agnes Pap
chuck on the grounds of adultery with

William Jamieson at Churchman's Brook

on November 28, 1927.

The petitioner said he married his

wife on November 9, 1919, in England.
They came to Western Australia in 1920

and lived at Kalgoorlie and Geraldton
till 1924, and had three children. They
then went to Churchman's Brook, in

January, 1926, they had a quarrel over

Jamieson, a shift boss, visiting his wife

while he was away at work. His wife
left him and went to Perth. He found
out she was living at a house in Short



street, and watching it one night he

saw Jamieson enter the house with her.

In November last his wife visited

Churchman's Brook and took possession

of his camp. He moved away to an

other tent. Returning from night
shift about 3 o'clock in the morning
he walked past his old camp and heard

the children crying. He then went to

Jamieson's camp and found his. wife

through the window. Jamieson and his

wife came out, and witness and Jamie

son had a fight. The outcome was that

the woman went away and lived with

the co-respondent.

Papchuck was granted a decree' nisi,

returnable in six months, and Jamieson
was ordered to pay the costs.

GAMBLED AWAY HAPPINESS

Amy Mansfield, a well-dressed, attrac

tive young woman, asked for a divorce

from Reginald Mansfield on the grounds

of desertion. She said she married

Mansfield hi 1922 when he occupied a

good position. About four months after

marriage he commenced to gamble and

lose his wages, and she had to go to

work to keep herself because Mansfield

gave her no money. She enjoyed only

three months of happy married life. Out

of her earnings she saved some money

arid furnished a house and let it. In

1923 she was working at Mandurah

when Mansfield sold all her furniture



without her knowledge and lost the

money at the races. At that time he

was living with his parents in Lake

street, Perth, and refused to make a

home for her. 'I'm not going to keep

you,' declared Mansfield, and she was

forced to go to Carnarvon to get work.

Since August, 1924, he had not given

her one single penny.
The usual decree was granted with an

order for costs against Mansfield.

~ BOASTFUL HUSBAND

Evalyn Alice Josephine Paterson, a

woman, who wept copiously,

sought a divorce from George Laidlaw

Paterson, employed at a photographer's

studio, on the grounds of misconduct in

a house of ill-repute with an unknown

woman. The parties were married in

1925 and lived at Victoria Park, having

one child. When challenged by her

with taking a girl out, Mrs. Paterson

said Paterson replied 'She's not the first

and won't be -fre last.' In 1927 she got

a separation order and maintenance in

the Police Court owing to his cruelty.

A private inquiry agent gave evidence

which secured for Mrs. Paterson a de

cree nisi, returnable in six months. Pat

erson was ordered to pay the costs.


