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MAN KILLED

Car and Sulky Collide

AT MILL CREEK BRIDGE

REFRACTORY HORSE
SHIES. &nbsp;

As the result of a collision between

a sulky and a car at Mill Creek Bridge,

on the Uriarra Road, at about 12.30 p.m.

on Saturday last. Harrie Hamilton Mc-

Guffie Branch (39) was killed.

A motor car, driven by Anton Ander-

son, and conveying Branch and four

other men as passengers, was proceed-

ing from Queanbeyan to Canberra. As

the car approached Mill Creek Bridge,

the driver noticed a horse and sulky

approaching the other end, and when

crossing the bridge he could see that

the
horse, the

driver of
which had &nbsp;

pulled up before crossing to allow the

car to pass, was very restive, and he

accordingly slackened speed and steered &nbsp;

a course well over on to his correct side

of the roadway in older to allow the

horse ample space. &nbsp; &nbsp;

As the car drew level with the sulky,

however, the horse appeared to plunge

and swerved towards the car, one shaft

penetrating the hood and piercing the
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neck of Harrie Branch, who was seated &nbsp; &nbsp;

on the right-hand side of the back seat.

The vehicle was stopped, but, on dis-

covering what had happened, all speed

was made to the Canberra Hospital,

where it was found that Branch had re-

ceived internal injuries and death had &nbsp;

been practically instantaneous.

The deceased man, who resided at

Westlake, is survived by a widow and

one daughter, aged 11 years.

An inquest upon the fatality was con-

ducted by Mr. John Gale, Queanbeyan

District Coroner, at the Canberra Hos-

pital on Monday.
&nbsp;

In evidence, both Robert Wright, a

joiner, residing at Capitol Hill Camp,

who was seated next to deceased at the

time of the accident, and Anton Hovi

Anderson, driver of the car, said the

horn of the car was sounded when ap-

proaching the bridge, and both denied

having seen Charles Blundell, driver of

the horse and sulky, raise his hand as

a signal to the car to stop. The car

was travelling at a speed of 25 miles

per hour. Witness Anderson consider-

ed this a safe speed at which to cross

the
bridge.

&nbsp;

Corroborative evidence was given by
Claude Morris Edenborough, painter,
residing at Tradesmen's

Mess,

Can- &nbsp;

berra.

Charles Blundell, labourer, residing

at Antill Street, Queanbeyan, driver of
the horse and sulky, in evidence, said

the horse was a young one. Saturday
being its third time in harness. Only
that morning it had given trouble and

broken a shaft, and in consequence he

was driving slowly when he saw the car

coming towards him. Perceiving that
the other vehicle would reach the
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bridge before him, he reined-in the

horse at the
roadside

to avoid passing
the car on the bridge. This caused the
animal to become refractory, and wit-

ness held up his hand as a signal to
the car to stop. Evidently his signal
was not observed, for the vehicle came

on, and, just as it drew level, the animal

swerved out across the road, with the

result that the end of one shaft struck

the hood of the car and was broken off,

and he and the other occupant of the

sulky, Michael Flynn, were thrown out.

He would certainly have alighted and

held the horse's head but for the fact
that he did not have time to do so.

The car was travelling at about 30 miles
an hour, he thought. If the animal

had been quiet there would have been

ample room for the car to pass.

Dr. James, medical superintendent,
deposed that he examined the body of

deceased upon arrival at the hospital,
and pronounced life extinct. Severe in-

ternal injuries had been sustained, and

death, which was practically instan-

taneous, was, in his opinion, due to

hemorrhage and shock following upon
these injuries. &nbsp;

In returning a verdict of accidental
death, the Coroner remarked, that the
accident involved two witnesses, Ander-
son and Blundell. He found that the

former had acted throughout with great
discretion and prudence, so much so

that no blame was attachable to him.
The same also applied to Blundell.
Driving a refractory animal in traffic

was a serious matter, however, and but

for one saving clause in Blundell's evi-

dence, he would have had no alternative
but to commit him for trial for man-

slaughter. That saving clause was

Blundell's remark that he would have

certainly alighted and held the horse's
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certainly alighted and held the horse's

head if he had had time to do so. On
the evidence given, however, he did not
have time, and consequently the cir-

cumstances were beyond his control.
&nbsp;

BRUCE RETURNS.—In
the group, left to right, are Mr. Parkhill, Mr. Gibson (P.M.G.), Senator PearceO Mrs.

Bruce,

Mr. Bruce, Mr. Pratten, Dr. Page, and Mr.
Marr. O


