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CITY HOTEL AFFAIR,

Mayer Imprisoned.
'

The case was concluded before Mr. E.

M. Sabine, P.M., at the Adelaide Police

Court on Tuesday, in which Robert Mayer
on

the private premises ot the boutn Aus

tralian Hotel, North terrace, Adelaide, on

September 6, without lawful excuse; and

with having on the same day been in

unlawful possession of £13 1/11. Mr._H.
W. Varley appeared for the prosecution,

and Mr. J. W. Nelligan for the accused.

Detective McMahon was further cross

examined.
Detective Ferguson said that after ac

cused's vrrest he took some tea to him at

the cells at the City Watchhouse. While
witness was there, Mayer said, 'I would
like you to give me some advice.' Wit

ness replied, 'I will if I am able.' Ac

cused then said, 'Do you think that if I

plead guilty to being unlawfully on the

premises, there is any chance of the charge

of unlawful possession being withdrawn?
I inteni to plead guilty to being on the

hotel premises, but I know nothing about
taking a few quid. You don't honestly

think I would fall to taking a few paltry

quid. My visit to Adelaide was to get

more than that. I made arrangements
with another chap before leaving Mel
bourne to come to Adelaide, as I heard

that Madam Elsa Stralia was
in;- Adelaide,

and that she carried about with her a

quantity of valuable jewellery. On my
arrival in Adelaide I tried to ijet accom

modation at' the South Australian Hotel,

but was unable to do so.
- I then went

and stayed at The Grosvenor. Why I

went to the South Australian was to look



went to the South Australian was to look
in the letter rack to see

if there were

any letters there' addressed to her.- I
was not sure she was living there, and
did not like to enquire. I could- not find

out that she was there. I was a bit

unlucky, otherwise I would have got a

big haul.'
' '

?

Mr. Nelligan submitted there was no

case to answer, but the Magistrate held

there was a prima facie case established.

Had a Few Drinks.

Mayer, in an unsworn statement, said:—

'On the morning of September 6 about
8 o'clock I got up and did not feel quite

well on account of having a few drinks

the night before. I walked to the South
Australian Hotel,* and went into the main
hall because I saw that the saloon bar

from the outside was closed. I walked
around the back of the saloon bar, and

there I met a man who appeared to oe

cleanmg up the place. He told me that

the bar was not open yet, but there was

a bar around the corner.. I walked back
into the hall to the first door, and' saw

it was a lounge, and into a second door,

which was a dining room. I next saw

Mr. Willis standing in front of the office,

and asked him where the bar was around

the corner. Mr. Willis said to me, 'Are

you staying here?' Thinking that oas

could not get a drink before 9 o'clock un

less one stayed on the premises, I
naturally said, 'Yes.' Mr. Willis then

took me to where the bar was, and I went

in and had two drinks. Thera was

nothing else said by Mr. Willis to me.

The nest thing I heard waa when ta*
letecuves appioacuea zue in xue vrrua

renor. Before 'I
go any further, I might

is well tell Your Honor that about 11.30

[ went into tht saloon bar again, and



[ went into tht saloon bar again, and
bad another couple of drinks. ? Mr.
Willis could have, seen me if he had- been
looking. Detective McMahon asked rue

ray name and whether I had been at the

South Australian that morning. I said,

Yes, I was there and had a couple of

brinks.' Detective McMahon said,

'Where's your luggage?' I said, 'About
bere.' I then showed them my luggzga,

ind told them what I was in Aielaidd
[or. We then walked up to the South
Australian, and when we got inside Mi 6.

Chippendale came down and Detective Mc
Mahon asked her whether I was the man

who was there that morning. 8he hid

i good look at me, and then, she nsk?d

me to put on my overcoat. She had
another look at Bje, and said, 'It looks

something like the man, but I cannot be
sure.' She said, 'I think he had a black

overcoat on this morning.'
? She' then

went into the office with Detective Mo

Mahon. They were there for some time,

after which the detective went around
looking for' other people to identify, me.
I was standing in the hall with Detective,

Ferguson, Then Detective McManto'
called' me out, and we went into the), yard.;

When I got out there were three- ladies,

there. The lot of them were that ex

cited that they would have said any one

was the man. As a matter of fact, I

was only half-way down the passage when

one of the maida Baid, 'Yes, that's
.

the

man, that's the man.' A young fellow
in the yard was quite sure he had seen

fie in the hotel for weeks and weeks in

the lounge and sitting about. There was

another lady there, and she said she

would not swear that I was the man.

I said, 'I am sure you are making a

mistake, because I was never near the



mistake, because I was never near the

room where you said I was. That is all,

and the detective took me away and
charged me.'
The Magistrate found the charge proved.

The seccaid charge was then proceeded

with.

In support of the second charge, Detec
tive McMahon deposed that on September

6 he questioned Mayer regarding snms

of money between £20 and £30 stolen

from lodgers in the upstairs rooms ot

the South Australian Hotel. He replied,

'I won't answer any questions. You

can do what you like with the money.

I don't care what you do with it. I

told you before that you made a mistake.

I am sick and tired of the whole business.

I have enough money to buy and sell

you. I would not take a few paltry

pounds like this.' Witness said, 'Any

way I want to know where you got it

'I won't answer
lucstions. Witness said, i am ol tne

ipinion that this money belongs to the

-oarders of the South Australian Hotel;

hat you
stole it from them between Satur

lay night and Tuesday morning; and I

im going to charge you with the unlawful

jossession of it.' Witness, spoke to the

iccused the following mominc when the

atter said. 'Wh.-it do you think I will

;et for it?' Witnes said, 'I don't

jnow, . but I should think that if
you

nade restitution of the money
it would

:ertainly give the Magistrate more leni

mey to deal with the case.'
'

The Magistrate found the charge proved.

Mr. Varley said the accused was con

fided on February 22, 1921, at Perth on

i charge of having been unlawfully on prej
nises, and was sentenced to 12 months

mprisonment. On December 19, 1923, nt



mprisonment. On December 19, nt

Newtown (N.S.W.) he was ordered one

month's imprisonment for stealing; on

February 4, 1924, at Sydney quarter se-

sions he was sentenced to 12 months

imprisonment on each of two charges of

stealing, the sentences being made con

current; and on April 1, 1925, at Mel

bourne general cessions, the accused wan

ordered 18 months' imprisonment on two

charges of false pretences, the sentences

being concurrent.
In mitigation of the penalty the licensed

said he came from a good home and

family, but ever since he returned from

the war he had 'got in with a wrong

crowd.' He started drinking, and they

could see from his record the. result.

He had a good business— a clothing fac

tors—and hfd a really good staff.

'

Mr. Sabine (to the accused—
You

?

cannot expect much leni

ency on the evidence placed before

m«. I hope that when you come out

after serving this sentence— which will

not br- n erupliintr one — yon will not re

ne.it this kind of crime. The maximum

penalir I can awnrd you for unlawful

jin9=e?s!on
is two years. On the charge

of having bpon unlawfully on the nre

mieses you will serve sis months' imprison

ment, and on the other charge 12 months,
'


