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CITY GARDENER RESUMES.

EXCHANGES BOMB FOR TROWEL

Bombardier F. Campbell, late of the
"Famous Fifth," yesterday returned to civil

life and his civic avocation of assisting to

beautify the city through the medium of
its municipal parks and gardens. He cannot
be said to have beaten his sword into a

ploughshare, but he certainly has exchanged
the death-dealing bomb for the harmless
garden trowel, and if his efforts with the
latter are as effective as they have been
with the bomb, Rosalind Park should be

made even more picturesque and attractive

than the very successful labors of ex-Cura-
tor Rumball and acting Curator

Brown have

made
it.

Mr. Campbell was assistant city curator

under Mr. Rumball when he enlisted and

went into camp in July, 1915. He sailed

from Australia with reinforcements in No-

vember, 1915, and after a few months in

Egypt he joined his unit, D Company of the
5th Battalion, at Serapeum, and sailed with
it for France, landing at Marseilles on 1st

April, 1916. After about three months'
training in France, the battalion went into

the fighting line at Fleurbaix, and Private

Campbell, as a member of the bombing
section, took part in fighting at Messines,
Ploegsteert Wood, and Pozieres. The lat-

ter was a particularly deadly encounter,

and

after the infantry had won German
trenches, the bombers had to fight a very
lively duel throughout the night with the
Hun bomb-throwers and counter-attackers.

Matters appeared desperate when the
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"Fifth" were fiercely attacked on the flank

by a party of Germans entering
their tren-

ches from a sap, but Pte. Isaac Lazarus, a

well-known Bendigonian, who was a Lewis
gunner, recklessly charged the invaders with

his gun, firing it from the hip, killing

some and driving away the remainder if

the Huns, and saving the captured position.

Pte. Lazarus, who returned to Bendigo on

3rd August with Private Campbell, was

given a D.C.M. for that little feat.

Pte. Campbell was wounded during that
eventful night, 25th July, 1916, getting "a

smack on the head," as he called it.
He

was treated in a hospital at Rouen in

France, and in six weeks' time he "join-

ed up" again. He had missed the Mou-
quet Farm fighting, but he entered the
Ypres sector when matters were very will-

ing." He was with the battalion at

Gueudecourt, Flers, "Factory Corner," Lig-

ny-Thilloy, Lagnicourt (going in to the
front line as reserves at the latter place

and missing the actual battle), and Bulle-

court. He was then away from the battalion
for a time at a school of armoury, but
he was back to engage in the Polygon

Wood fighting, where he was wounded on
20th September, 1917, by a piece of shell

on the top of the right shoulder, just at

the arm joint. He was operated on at

an American hospital at Cumeres. Thence
he was sent to England, where he was
treated at several hospitals and other mili-

tary institutions. He received the best

medical treatment and every care and at-

tention, and after the wound had healed

was put through a long course of exercises
designed to stimulate and restore his mus-
cles and sinews. A great measure of suc-

that
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ces in that direction was obtained, but
Private Campbell was found to be unfit for

further military service, and he was sent

back home. He arrived just over a week

ago, and eight days later he doffed the khaki,

donned his "civies" and without asking any
assistance from departments, war coun-
cils,

or funds, he quietly took up his health-

ful horticultural pursuits in the job which
the City Council had kept warm for him
in the hopes of his safe return. In fact,

he comes in to now command the ship, the

vacancy caused by Mr. Rumball's retire-
ment having fittingly been kept open for

the benefit of a fighter. His lieutenant,

Mr. A. Brown, who has ably kept up the

high standard of the conservatory and gar-

dens, cheerfully yielded the reins to his
warrior colleague, whom both he and all

the members of the staff were highly

pleased

to see back amongst them again.

The great reputation the Australian has

made in Europe as a fighter and the won-

derful hospitality of the English and
Scotch people towards them were promi-

nent impressions carried away by Mr.
Campbell. He also tells how the "Fifth"

had two machine guns associated with it

when it first went into action in France,

but
when

he

left it
last September

the &nbsp;

official allotment was 22 machine guns, that

liberal use of machine guns being a point

taught the Allies by the Germans. The
British were then concentrating on the
Lewis gun for infantry work, the magazine

of this holding 47 bullets, which could be
discharged in three seconds by the simple
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act
of keeping pressure on the trigger.

The barrel could be moved sideways dur-

ing firing to get a spraying effect. Another
interesting point

was

that the battalion

was never up to strength after the first

fighting until the 6th Division, being con-

stituted in England, was broken up and
used as reinforcements.


